
The FINAL 
VISION 

Completing the Capital Campaign 



Dear Members and Friends, 

 

This letter comes with great excitement.  The end of our journey to the Grissom campus is now here!  We are 

just a few months from breaking ground.  More importantly, we are just a few weeks away from voting to 

move forward.  Please take a few minutes to read this material.  From our perspective, the brief brochure  

before you is the last mailing of this long campaign.  For that, all of us at First Presbyterian are most grateful! 

 

The purpose of this final pamphlet is two-fold.  First, it is to make sure that everyone knows exactly what we 

are doing— the buildings to be built, the layout of the campus, the timeline for construction, and the exact 

cost of this phase.  While we have tried to keep our congregation informed all along the way, the final plans 

are now firmly in place.  And while a few details will likely change during the construction process, the  

overall look and layout is likely to remain as presented in these pages.  Please note that when we vote to 

build, we will be approving finances for the project.  The details of construction will be left to our exceptional 

Building Team:  Elizabeth Benton, John Brearley (ex officio), Jan Conrad, Ruth Gore, Danny Isaac, Joe 

Jumper (Chair), and Jeff Wallen.   

 

The second reason for this information is to request, one last time, for you to make your financial gifts.  

Building a new campus is a once-in-a-lifetime event.  Now is the time to share our God-given resources to 

build the facility that will enhance our mission for many generations.  Recognizing that some of us have 

stretched as far as possible for this cause, still others among us have yet to make our final pledges.   

 

The enclosed pledge card has three options:  
 

1. New Gifts  -  These pledges over the next three years will allow us to build this campus, covering the  

actual cost of construction.  To date, some 425 families and individuals have responded.  We have the  

potential for more members to do the same.  Perhaps you are among this number. 

2. Additional Gifts  -  Some people have realized that they can do a little more to make this dream become 

reality. They have adjusted their total gift by an amount that makes this project happen. If you are able to 

do so, your church family is most grateful. 

3.  Extended Gifts  -  An additional model for some on more fixed incomes is to extend your original pledge 

for one or two more years. Doing so allows for more giving over more time.  The result is an even more 

generous gift.   

 

Online pledges and gifts can be made through our website. As you consider your final response to this 

campaign, let me share some incredible news.  The Chapin Foundation recently approved a  

construction grant in the amount of one million dollars. What momentum this gift gives our campaign 

as we seek to finish strong! 

 

With this tremendous support from our community, we are now just 2.0 million dollars from reaching our 

budget of 11.5 million.  With your faithful response by June 30, we will be ready to move forward.  The 

plan is still to break ground by the end of the summer!  Construction will take approximately 16-18 

months. The entire Vision Team joins us in expressing gratitude for your generosity. May the fruits of this 

campaign inspire, unite, and enliven us in greater faith, hope and love. 

 

 

In God’s Grace, 

 

 

 

John Brearley                                                                                Elizabeth Benton 

Co-Chair                                                                                          Co-Chair 

 

June 1, 2016 



Consider the following: 

 IF you have not yet made a pledge, consider  doing so now.  Our  hope is to include every  

 possible pledge in this budget. Now is the time for every gift to be counted! 
 

 IF you plan to make a generous gift to FPC in your  estate, consider  giving par t of your  gift 

 now.  Watching your resources make a difference in this lifetime is a special blessing! 
 

 IF you plan to give proceeds from the sale of proper ty, perhaps pick a conservative value of 

 that gift and make it as your pledge. 
 

 IF you have the means to make a Cornerstone Gift of $100,000 over  the next three years, 

 room recognition opportunities are available. (Please note that plaques designate your  

 generosity, not the actual name of the room itself.) 
 

FINALLY, many people have discovered the strong tax benefits of a generous, char itable gift.  

Some have found this method works well with required distributions from traditional IRAs or long-term 

appreciated stocks. Check with your tax accountant or financial advisor to see if some of your tax  

obligations can be turned into construction dollars! 
 

However you plan to help in this FINAL PUSH, I hope you will find our newest technology most 

helpful.  Please go to  www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org/building-pledge.cfm to make your  

electronic and confidential response.  When you click “submit” on the screen, your pledge goes directly to  

Diana Farrell, our Financial Administrator. 

 

Dear Members: 

 

The Chapin Foundation Board of Advisors is delighted to join with First Presbyterian Church in the 

effort to expand and relocate its church campus. For many years, the Chapin Foundation and First 

Presbyterian have been strong partners in outreach to the City of Myrtle Beach. The role that First 

Presbyterian Church has played in assisting us to make grants and offering services to the residents 

of Myrtle Beach has been key to the fulfillment of our mission. 

 

With this in clear view, The Chapin Board has unanimously agreed to support the First Presbyterian 

Church capital campaign with a grant of $1,000,000.00. 

 

The Board is confident in First Presbyterian Church’s vision for its new campus and for the  

ministries that will continue and grow in years to come.  

 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to participate in this exciting and meaningful project. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

The Chapin Foundation Board of Advisors 

Making a Pledge 

Chapin Foundation Gift 

http://www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org/building-pledge.cfm




 

First Floor Classrooms 
 

The centerpiece of this section is 

the music rehearsal space.  The 

floor plan includes rooms for 

children, youth, handbell, and 

adult choirs.  Music offices and 

storage areas are located here, as 

well.  This one-story facility also 

houses the new kitchen, a smaller 

dining and reception area, and 

the parlor.  Two adult classrooms 

and a library are found on the 

first floor of the two-story  

education section.  A covered 

drop-off is also conveniently  

located at this end of the  

building. 

 

The Sanctuary 
 

Note that the floor plan of the 

Sanctuary has a traditional long 

center aisle, with a flexible 

chancel for multiple functions.  

Smaller side pews are a unique 

option for additional seating.  

The transepts are built inside 

the main body of the building, 

designed with angled pews for 

a more intimate feeling.    

Entrances to the transepts are 

equipped with storage and a 

restroom. 

The Narthex 
 

The Narthex has something of a 

cathedral ceiling with  

crosswalks leading to the  

balcony.  This area has several 

smaller attached rooms for  

specific purposes, including 

communion, flowers, robing, 

and ushering.  As you enter the 

Sanctuary there are two  

additional rooms, a Keeping 

Room (for brides and baptism 

families) and a Sound Room.   

 



Second Floor Plan 
 

Two areas are to be noted here.  The upper level of the Educational Building (yellow) has 

seven additional classrooms for youth and adults.  Showers are located in the restroom 

area at the end of the hall, designed to host our Beach Castles Ministry.  The balcony in 

the sanctuary has sloped seating for about 150 people.  This section is enhanced with an 

elevator and its own restroom.   


