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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Letter From John C. Brearley 

 

As I write this letter, one word continues to come to mind—TRANSITION.  Since our 
shared church life is in a state of transition, I thought I might take a closer look at this 
word.  NOUN— the process or period of changing from one state or condition to            
another.  That definition describes us fairly well.  We are in the process of saying          
goodbye to one sanctuary as we prepare to worship in another.  Both buildings are 
beautifully constructed.   Both settings create sacred memories.  Both locations are 
filled with the Spirit.  That both houses of worship are similar in style will be               
appreciated by all. 
 
We have spent the last year building a strong foundation from which to make this              
transition.  We have given generously to this major project.  We have inventoried all of 
the items that we will take with us.  We have prayed fervently that God will provide 
strength and guidance.  At the same time we have watched and waited as the long  
period of construction finally winds to completion.  We trust that we are fully prepared 
for the physical, emotional, and spiritual transition that now takes place.    
 
In some ways it is a challenge to be in the state of change.  Most of us like for our lives 
to be carefully planned, if not predictable.  We are more comfortable when events are 
firmly placed on our calendars.  Not knowing exactly when things will happen forces us 
to be more flexible than we prefer.  In some ways, walking into a transition that                  
fluctuates invites us to be more faithful, as well.  While it is next to impossible to know 
all the details about the move before us, we know that God has a plan for us to follow.  
We know that the future is as bright as the past.  God’s presence is the same each 
new day.  That the Spirit is walking with us each step along the way is a gift never to 
be taken for granted.  Claiming this assurance puts an uncertain calendar in                          
perspective, for sure. 
 
As we complete this transition I trust that we will discover we are much the same as we 
have always been—a faithful congregation that is committed to serving Christ in this 
community, and beyond.  Many of the things we have always done will be continued in 
the days ahead.  Some small adjustments will be necessary, of course.  But the same 
people will be doing God’s work in this time and in this place.  Our mission will not 
change.  I look forward to all of the creative ways we will be church together in our new 
home.  May God bless our most faithful efforts—past, present, and future!    
 
 
Thanks be to  God… 
 

   Peace. 
 

 

                John   
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Births, Deaths &  
New Members 

 

Births 
Miss Talley Elizabeth Cofer   
Miss Katherine “Emery” Gandy  
Miss Wynn Harlow Himmelsbach   
Mr. Abbott Jack Mahood    
Mr. Benjamin Boyd Yingling  
 

Deaths 
Mr. Ches Berkes    
Mrs. JoAnn Berkes    
Mrs Jean Blackburn   
Mr. Glenn Campbell    
Mrs. Ada Caton  
Mr. Michael Cettei    
Mr. Les Dodge     
Mr. Vernie Dove    
Mrs. Lou Ellis   
Mrs. Grace Hayward   
Mrs. Jean Heselbarth   
Mrs. Peg Hills        
Mrs. Norma Hine 
Mrs. Mary Hollingsworth 
Mr. Frank Howard           
Ms. Glenys Jones   
Mrs. Lee Lints  
Mr. Al Marrer     
Mr. Herman McCrary    
Ms. Michele Meyers   
Mrs. Katie Mustine,  
Mrs. Barbara Peterson   
Mrs. Shirley Phillips           
Mrs. Millie Streng    
Ms. Mary Talman   
Mr. Karl Titus  
Mr. Roland Trew   
Ms. Kim Yu 
 

New Members 
 

Mr. Steve Allen   
Mrs. Pamela Elizabeth Allen  
Ms. Charles Bingemer   
Mrs. Patricia Cook Bingemer 
Ms. Betty Byrd Brookfield  

 

 
 
 
New Members (continued) 
 
Mr. Matthaeus “Mathie” William Ott 
Ms. Donnie Isabel Peterson  
Mr. Robert W. Poole, Jr.   

Mrs. Rae Deborah Gay Rae  
Mr. Glen Allan Rae 
Ms. Susan RaimoMiss Johanna Rose 
Schutzer  
Dr. Dwyer Scott    
Mrs. Morgan Elizabeth See  
Mrs. Lorraine C. Seeby   
Mr. Joshua Thomas Sharp  
Mr. Michael M. Smith   
Mrs. Susan H. Smith   
Mr. Keith B. Standley, Jr.  
Mrs. Ruth W. Standley   
Mr. Clifford Roy Vermilya  
Mrs. Chris Vermilya 
Ms. Mary Anne Vilyus 
Mr. Aidan Christopher Walker  
Ms. Marcia Annette Walters  
Mr.  Dennis Talmadge Worley  
Mrs. Donna Walters Worley  
Ms. Carol Smith Wyatt   
Mr. James Kenneth Yohe 
Mrs. Rebecca Blaine Zdybel 
  
  

 
 
 
New Members (continued) 
 
Mr. David Coleman Bullock  
Mrs. Sherri Capps   
Mr. Chad Russell Caudle   
Miss  Marley Blair Chambers  
Mrs. Janice Elaine Chew 
Mr. Dennis Chew    
Mrs. Mary Catherine Cofer  
Dr. Michael “Reece” Cofer  
Mr. Dayton Cade Cox  
Miss Blake Lula Daniel   
Miss Chelsea Renee DeSantis Ms. 

Joanne “Jo”  Dederer  
Mr. Christopher Thomas Douglas 
Mrs. Susan Elaine Douglas 
Mrs. Wanda Duncan   
Mrs. Caryl Kirkman Elliott  
Ms. LaNell Forrest   
Mr. Adam Joseph Fortwangler  
Mrs. Karin Dale Fortwangler 
Ms. Fran  Gilbert  
Mrs. Fran Gilchrist  
Dr. Andrew Ford Glover   
Dr. Holly Glover  
Mr. Mason Theodore Stanley  
    Hamilton  
Miss Alexandra Shelby Hamilton  
Mrs., Carol Janice Hasenohr  
Mrs. Debra Kay Heimbrook 
Mr. Steven Charles Heimbrook  
Mrs. Janet Hunt Hollar   
Mr. Kurt Randall Hollar   
Miss Catherine Amanda Josey  
Mr. Hunter Rai Kuperman  
Mrs. Marissa Ann Maria   
Mr. Nicholas George Maria  
Mr. River Jackson Marlowe  
Mrs. Eleanor “Ellie” Thompson McCue 
Mr. Ronald Edwin McCue  
Mrs. Billie Kay Mengel   
Mr. Donald W. Mengel   
Mrs. Jeanine Ann Middleton  
Mr. Robert Kenneth Middleton  
Mrs. Cheryl Ann Morrison  
Mr. Douglas LeRoy Morrison  
Mr. Sergio L “Sid” Munos 
Miss  Ireland Sage O’Connell  
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Budget and Stewardship Ministry 

 

Purpose: 
Develop a stewardship program which teaches and promotes the Biblical concept of stewardship and to efficiently 
collect, manage, appropriate, and disburse the financial assets of the First Presbyterian Church and to ensure that all 
budgets are a reflection of the church’s mission statement. 

  

2017 Leadership: 
Brooks Vaughn, Moderator             Dr. John Brearley, Sr. Minister 
Steve Moore, Business Administrator  John Gandy 
Winston Hoy     Gary Pell     
Tom Davis                                                           Debi Randolph      
Dr. Jeff Wallen 
  

Significant Events: 
  
Through God’s grace and the generosity of our church family, we: 
  Provided for the programming of our various ministry teams 
  Met local benevolence obligations 
  Funded our personnel expenses 
  Continue to educate our congregation on stewardship and giving to provide a means for programs and to un-

derwrite a budget 
  Were able to give the staff and clergy a payroll increase.  

  

Focus for 2019: 
 The team will strive to continue raising funds for the new building while actively marketing the Kings Campus for 

sale. 
 The Budget and Stewardship Ministry Team will create more awareness and education of the Biblical concept of 

stewardship giving by our congregation and emphasize our local and outreach programs through membership 
moments and newsletter articles.  The Budget and Stewardship Ministry Team will continue to monitor the 
weekly inflow and outflow of our pledges and expenses. 

 

 

 

Annual Report: Budget and Stewardship Ministry 2018 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Budget and Stewardship Ministry 

 

Budget and Stewardship Ministry (Includes 2019 Approved Budget) 

  

Annual Report: Budget and Stewardship Ministry 2018 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Budget and Stewardship Ministry  

 

Terms of Call 

        

John Brearley, Senior Pastor     

    2018  2019  

Effective Salary (Salary, Housing) $133,467.49  $133,467.49  

Required Benefits (Medical,/Dental, Pension) $69,200.82  $69,200.82  

Reimbursements (Auto Expenses, Continuing Educa-
tion) $6,300.00  $6,300.00  

Total Cost to Church $208,968.31  $208,968.31  

        

Christa Brewer, Associate Pastor     

    2018  2019  

Effective Salary (Salary, Housing) $73,958.66  $73,958.66  

Required Benefits (Medical,/Dental, Pension) $33,057.98  $33,057.98  

Reimbursements (Auto Expenses, Continuing Educa-
tion) $5,500.00  $5,500.00  

Total Cost to Church $112,516.64  $112,516.64  

        

Nathan See, Associate Pastor     

    2018  2019  

Effective Salary (Salary, Housing) $55,000.00  $55,000.00  

Required Benefits (Medical,/Dental, Pension) $24,557.50  $24,557.50  

Reimbursements (Auto Expenses, Continuing Educa-
tion) $4,500.00  $4,500.00  

Total Cost to Church $84,057.50  $84,057.50  

        

Cameron Thomas, Associate Pastor     

    2018    

Effective Salary (Salary, Housing) $61,158.47    

Required Benefits (Medical,/Dental, Pension) $26,457.00    

Reimbursements (Auto Expenses, Continuing Educa-
tion) $4,500.00    

Total Cost to Church $92,115.47    
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Annual Report: Budget and Stewardship Ministry 2018 



Benevolence Ministry 
 

Purpose: 
Disburse the church’s benevolent money in such a way that the ministry team maximizes the church’s 
response   to its mission statement “to make and mold disciples for Jesus Christ.” 
 

Current Leadership: 

Chris Sellen, Moderator    Steve Moore, Business Administrator   

Howard Barnard    Mike Clayton    
Larry Hartsell      Teri Grooms, Financial Administrator    
Dr. John Brearley, Sr. Minister  Karl Titus      
Rev. Nathan See, Associate Pastor 
 

Significant Events: 
 Special collections throughout the year for Joy Offering, Habitat for Humanity, PADD,  One Great 

Hour of Sharing, the Mother’s Day offering, and Thornwell offering. 
 Provided funding to the various missions of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 Provided funding to local agencies: 

            2018         

 Per Capita Apportionment   18,494.00            

 Shared Mission Support   75,000.00   

 Coastal Samaritan Center     1,000.00   

 Helping Hand    31,000.00   

 Mobile Meals     7,000.00      

 Friendship Medical Clinic    2,500.00    

  Little River Medical Clinic    2,500.00   

 Community Kitchen    5,000.00   

 Street Reach     8,000.00          -   

 New Directions      5,000.00      

 Community Assistance Center   5,000.00     

 Grace Ministries        5,000.00     

 Hope House     5,000.00   

  Swing Mission     5,000.00          - 

 Boys and Girls Club    3,500.00 

 Evelyn’s Baskets of Love & Life   3,500.00 

 Tidelands Hospice     3,500.00           - 

 

Focus for 2019: 
The Benevolence Ministry Team will continue to provide funding to local agencies, as well as the various   
missions of our church denomination.  The church will recognize in its budget the approximately $60,000 
that it collects and distributes for special offerings during the year. 
 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Abundant Life Ministry 
 

Purpose: 
The goal of this ministry is to integrate the physical, spiritual, and social care of our FPC members with the love of 
the church.  The pastoral care is provided by the Pastors, Deacons and Elders, Parish Nurse, Stephen Ministers, Lend
-A-Hand volunteers, Visiting Volunteers, and each member of our church.  All of these ministries will serve our 
members, that are in need of care.   We encourage all of our members to inform the church of anyone ill, or in need 
of loving care from our church family. 
  
The Parish Nurse coordinates events and educational seminars, promoting health and well being. Pastoral visits to 
those hospitalized, in assisted living, having bereavement concerns (refers to Grief seminars), assessments for     
ability to live alone, and referrals as needed to the appropriate resource. Leads Alzheimer’s support group, delivers 
ham and rolls, bereavement boxes, and the book, “Healing After Loss”, for the newly bereaved. The nurse also 
screens support group referrals for proper placement into a group, and serves as a Stephen Minister Leader, making 
referrals to Stephen Ministry. 
 

Current Leadership: 
Denise Ellis, RN, BSN Parish    Patty Gresko, Elder  Susan Kronenwetter, Elder 
Terry Ashworth    Ken Ashworth   Net Falcinelli 
Jean Lambert 
 
Significant Events: 
 
Fellowship Events include: 
 The Super Senior Luncheon celebrates our members (80 years old and above). This year over 120 members and 

guests attended.   
 Seminars at FPC have included  Anti-Inflammatory Diet, Raising self-esteem in children, hearing loss, upper and  

lower GI presentations, discipline suggestions, Grief workshop (6 weeks).     
 The ministry encourages health and well being by having exercise classes such as Line Dancing and Ballroom 

Dancing.  
  
Support groups:   
 
 Grief Support Group, led by Harrison Grey, has bi-monthly meetings at our Grissom Campus. 
 Adult Divorce Care Support Group, meets for 13 week sessions twice a year, fall and spring. 
 Alzheimer’s support group for caregivers, meets bi-monthly at the Grissom Campus.  
 Lend-A Hand respite care, for caregivers.    
 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 Visiting Volunteers 

 
Focus for 2019: 
 
 Remain budget conscientious.  We use church members as leaders of our groups and seminars. 
 Continue to evaluate current programs, and our new ministries.   Will continue to do needs assessment and 

suggestions for seminars, and exercise programs. Hope to bring Gentle Yoga classes back when Grissom opens. 
 Would like to have a budget for the prayer shawl ministry to purchase yarn to add to the donations made.    

Participants often buy their own yarn.  
 Continue to purchase a small gift for our speakers, in appreciation of their time devoted to preparing and  edu-

cating our members.   

Annual Report: Abundant Life 2018 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Abundant Life Ministry 
 

Focus for 2019 (continued): 
 

 Would also like to purchase a small gift of food , postage stamps, etc. to take on a home visit.  I often give Soup 
for the Soul, made lovingly by the Presbyterian Women, however it would be nice to also bring another      
small item. 

 In order to maintain the RN licensure, classes for continuing education is required. Budgeting for tuition once a 
year. This is required for RN licensure in SC. 

 Our leaders for Divorce Care have asked for a person to be in the building while the groups are being held.     
Divorce is a tumultuous time for many, that may require someone available to call the police, if necessary. 
Budgeting for this is needed. 

 Funds for blood-pressure cuffs, first aid supplies (when replenishing is needed).  

 Upcoming seminar planned are:  estate planning, diabetes, diet concerns.  

Annual Report: Abundant Life 2018 



10 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

Adult Discipleship Ministry 

 

Purpose:  
 
Faithfully offering opportunities to our congregation and community to grow in what it means to be the body of 
Christ and to do God’s work in the world. 
 Offering faith forming experiences, through Bible study, discussions, informal gatherings, small groups and 

more. 
 Inviting and equipping members to answer Christ’s call to discipleship. 
 Supporting and encouraging openness in exploring God’s grace and in the nurturing of all God’s children. 
 
 

Current Leadership: 
 
Beth Campbell, Elder (Moderator)    Don Stevens, Elder (Vice Moderator) 
Rev. Christa Brewer, Associate Pastor 
 
 

Significant Events: 
 
 The 2nd annual women’s retreat was held October 19-21, 2018 at Camp Rockfish in Raeford, NC and was very 

successful with 32 women attending.  The Leadership Team is planning for the 3rd Annual retreat October 11-13, 
2019 at Camp Rockfish. 

 Successful continuation of a Thursday education hour prior to Early Sabbath. Currently there are 3 classes       
offered. 

 Participation continued in our midweek studies, including Rev. Dr. John Brearley’s “Loosely Lectionary”       
Wednesday class, Rev. Nathan See’s Men’s Bible Study, and the Sisters Study. 

 Varied Sunday adult education offerings continued to welcome new participants, delve into excellent studies, 
and share in the fellowship of studying God’s word together. 

 A young adult (20s and 30s) group has formed and they participate in fellowship, mission, and study                               
opportunities together. 

 
 

Focus for 2019: 
 
  To focus our adult discipleship opportunities around a faith formation focus for 2019-2020 of “Opening Doors.”  

We intend to begin this focus literally by offering an Open House to show off our new Sunday school rooms and 
learn about the educational opportunities within them. 

 To create a pamphlet showcasing all of our FPC educational offerings. 
 To continue an exploration of how to meet the educational needs of all members of the congregation, with a 

particular focus on how to better reach those in their 20s and 30s and 50s and 60s.   
 To begin planning for a 2nd pilgrimage to Iona, Scotland in 2020. 
 To explore the idea of intergenerational discipleship activities. 

Annual Report Adult Discipleship Ministry 2018 
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Adult Spiritual Enrichment  

   

Purpose: 
The purpose of the Adult Spiritual Enrichment team is to provide opportunities for FPC family and friends to 
grow in awareness of the indwelling presence of a loving, merciful, and just God so that we may grow into clear-
er reflections of that gracious God. 
  
Current Leadership 2019-20 
Caren Whittier, Moderating Elder  Phillip Hudson   Cynthia Parker 
Tom McCollough   Ed Tisdale  Sara Sobota 
Lisa Hamilton    Walt Whittier  Marsha Lawson   
Betty Singleton, staff 
  

Significant Events: 
 
Different Voices Adult Enrichment Series, January 21-23 . Uncovering the Bible, Digging Deep in Search of the 
Voice of God with Dr. Tom McCollough, retired Professor of Religion at Center College, now Director of the      
Archaeological Excavations of Cana of Galilee, and author of a wide range of articles, collected 
essays and books. 
  

 Monday Morning Scholars  
      Winter/Spring: continued, Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton 
      Facilitators: Phillip Hudson and Betty Singleton  
      Fall: Excaavating Jesus, Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts, the key discoveries for  
      understanding Jesus in his world. Facilitator: Dr. Tom McCollough 
       
  

 Good Friday Prayer Vigil, “ If anyone wants to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
       and take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24. 
       9 o’clock until 3 o’clock in the Sanctuary.  A time of personal, quiet meditation and prayer in observance of   

the hours Jesus hung on the cross with a flower cross to represent the prayers offered. 
  

 FPC  Summer Book Club, explores the human condition through discussions of fiction and non-fiction books 
within a fellowship of  curious minds. Open to all. Book selections: News of the World by  

       Paulette Jiles, Pulitzer Prize winning March by Geraldine Brooks and It’s All over but the Shoutin’ 
       by Rick Bragg.  
       Selection team: Lisa Hamilton, Phillip Hudson, Connie Barnard 
  
 

 Heritage Sunday Blessing of the Tartans, an acknowledgement and celebration of those saints who have pre-
served and passed on to us our traditions and faith in the living God. 

 Tartan team: Sandra Adams, coordinator, Anna Beth Doig, Anne Cox, Christine Funderburk, Lucia Gore, Jack-
ie Hendrix, Cathy Oliver, Betty Singleton 

  

 FPC Resource Library, houses a collection for aid in teaching, worship, and personal study. Advisory team: 
Sherrie Neely, Doris Sell, Chris Sellen     

  

Focus for 2019: 
 Study offerings in preparation for 2019.  
 Worship offerings: Sermon texts with Dr. John Brearley are being explored. 

Annual Report: Adult  Spiritual Enrichment 2018 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Children’s Ministries 
 

Purpose: 

In our Family Ministries, we seek to create opportunities for our children and their families to grow alongside 

one another in this community of faith. While laying the foundation for faith formation, we offer experiences for 

our children and families that cultivate a mature faith expression by recognizing ways to faithfully demonstrate 

God's love in the following aspects of life: ourselves, our families, our communities, our nation and our world. 

 

Current Leadership: 

Macy Cottom, Director of Family Ministries      Renee Funderburk, Elder 
Beth McNew, Elder             Mary Daniel, Elder    
  

Children’s Ministry Committee:  

Beth McNew, Mary Daniel, Renee Funderburk, Amber Jones, Mandy Josey, Mary Kate Powell and Skip Yingling. 

 

Events Throughout The Year! 
 We began 2017 with a new Wednesday afternoon program, The Way. 
 During this program for K-5th Graders, children have the opportunity to participate in recreation, engage-

ment time and choir. 
 During The Way, children had the opportunity to rehearse the musical The Tale of Three Trees. 
 This musical served as the message on Sunday March 26th, 2017. 
 In February we had a Lock-In for our 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Students. Children participated in an “Amazing 

Race” themed scavenger hunt that allowed particpants to “travel” to different countries and complete activ-
ity tasks as we raced throughout Grissom Campus. 

 In March we hosted a Family Field Day for Families to come and complete field day games and enjoy snow 
cones. 

 March 26th, 2017 we Introduced Children’s Sunday at FPC. Children of elementary age truly led worship on 
this day by serving as liturgists and Children of The Way performed their musical to serve as the sermon  
portion of this service! 

 In June, we hosted our annual Vacation Bible School. With our Hero Central: Do Good, Seek, Peace and Go 
After It theme we explored ways we can demonstrate God’s love in our communities through storytelling, 
crafts, music, games and snack. 

 In August, we had a special training session for our newest acolytes. We had 13 new eligible 4th graders and 
each one participated and joined the rotation to assist in leading worship. 

 In October we introduced a “Trunk-or-Treat” event that was a success in including both FPC Families and 
Growing Tree Families. Volunteers of all ages participated in this Halloween event by decorating their car 
trunks for trick or treating families to enjoy.  

 During the Season of Advent we had many opportunities for Families and Children to grow in their faithful 
understanding 

 Advent Garden- Children and their families gathered to have dinner together, made their own Jesse Tree 
Calendar, as well as making cards and crafts for members of our Church Community.  

 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
In Fall of 2017, our children’s Sunday School classes were divided into two classes: K-2nd Grade  and 3rd-5th Grade.  
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 

Children’s Ministries (continue) 
 
 

Children’s Sunday School  (continued) 
 Children focused their study on “Big Questions for Big Kids?” Throughout the summer children participating in 

Sunday school and children’s worship were asked to share a question they had about, God, Jesus, religion or 
faith. Lessons were planned and organized to seek to answer the questions raised by our youngest members. 

 On Gathering Sundays children have the opportunity to participate in The Gathering or Sunday School 
 On Gathering Sundays, children are grouped K-5th  
 

Children’s Opportunities to Engage in Worship 
 Children have the opportunity to worship with their family if they wish to do so. 
 Children ages 4 years-2nd Grade, may choose to continue worship in Children’s Worship (in room 104)              

following the Membership Moment. 
  Each Sunday we read a children’s book that connects to the scripture themes for that Sunday. Children                   

discover ways to find God in the story and discuss with ways to apply themes from the story to their own lives. 
 Following reading, children participate in “Praying In Color”. We use drawing pictures and coloring as a                       

spiritual practice that helps us focus our thoughts on God. 
 Children ages 3rd-5th grade are invited to continue worship in the sanctuary.  
 

 

Focus for 2019: 

 Create opportunities for children and families to recognize ways to actively demonstrate God’s love in the 
world.  

 Create opportunities for children and families to engage in spiritual practices such as fellowship and prayer. 
 Develop strong educational classes for both children and parents. 
 

Long Term Dreams 
 Develop a deep sense of Christian Community that allows children to grow up in a loving and supportive          

environment. 
 Develop more opportunities for parents to engage in spiritual practices and educational opportunities. 
 Nurture the family unit as a whole, so that all members may support one another and others in order to recog-

nize ways to apply their faith into the context of their daily lives. 

 

 

Annual Report: Children’s Ministries 2018 
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2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Children & Youth Music Ministry 

 

Purpose: In our Family Ministries, we seek to create opportunities for our children and their families to grow 

alongside one another in this community of faith. While laying the foundation for faith formation, we offer experi-

ences for our children and families that cultivate a mature faith expression by recognizing ways to faithfully 

demonstrate God's love in the following aspects of life: ourselves, our families, our communities, our nation and 

our world. 
 

Current Leadership: 

Skip Yingling, Staff  Mary Daniel  Beth McNew  Amber Long 
LuAnne Martini, Staff  Renee Funderburk Mandy Josie  
Macy Cottom, Staff 
  

 Events Throughout The Year! 

 

 In March, the Children of The Way led Sunday morning worship by presenting the musical, “In The Image”.  
 The Youth Choir and Youth Handbell Choir, upon invitation, led worship at Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church in 

early March. Our Bells Angels and Youth Choir presented music on their own as well as with the MPPC Youth 
Choir.   

 The Youth Band led worship for both Middle and High School meetings during The Point/The Wave.  The 
Youth Band also leads Christmas Carols during the Live Nativity. 

 Youth-Led worship for Early Sabbath and both Sunday services in early February. A creative worship service 
led entirely by our youth: singers, band, ushers, greeters, and message by seniors…outstanding!  

 During the fall season of The Way, the children learned and sang songs and hymns from around the world 
from the Glory to God Hymnal while learning how to read and follow note rhythms.   

 The Ringerific Handbell Choir -  a beginner choir for all ages 3rd grade and above who participated on Children’s 
Ministry Sunday and Christmas Eve.  

 In February and December, the Children’s Choir sang for The Gathering worship as a preview for the musical 
and the first Sunday of Advent. 

 For the season of Advent, our children in grades K thru 5th  were invited to Eagle Crest to spread Christmas 
cheer to residents by singing Christmas Carols, reading scripture, and delivering Christmas cards. 

 The annual Lovefeast Festival of Light worship, always well attended, and musically, one of the best! Chancel 
Choir, Youth Handbells, soloists, and instrumentalists always makes this one of the favorites of the                
congregation.  

 The Ringerific Bells & Children’s Choir (grades K thru 5th) led worship on Christmas Eve with children and 
youth readers.  Later in the evening at the 9:00 PM, the sixth annual Christmas Eve Service was led by the 
Youth and Alumni Choir, Handbell Choir, and instrumentalists...a tradition to continue!  

 

Focus for 2019: 

 

 Continue musical excellence that enhances our goal of providing an exceptional worship experience.  
 Continue to explore opportunities for musicians to serve by sharing their musical gifts beyond the walls of FPC.  
 Continue “partnership” between youth choirs at Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church and FPC . 
 Continuation and expansion of handbell ensembles: Ringerific Bells & Bells Angels. 
 Continue children and youth involvement during The Gathering services.  
 Prepare for Children-Led Worship and Children’s Musical, “What’s Up Zak?”, on March 24. 
 Hope to expand and continue the community outreach effort.  



2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Church Growth/Fellowship Ministry 

 

Purpose: 
 
Create a church in which names are known and faces are recognized!  We want a church family where no one 
feels lonely, excluded, or uninvited to join in friendly association with other members and friends of the First 
Presbyterian Church. To accomplish this we will strive through our many church ministries to embrace new and 
older members, and draw from all age groups. The goal of this committee is to promote fellowship and growth 
through a Christian model of hospitality. 
 
 
 
 

Current Leadership: 
Connie Barnard and Chip Cox, Moderators   
Rev. Dr. John C. Brearley      
Martin Bellamy   Rev. Judy Cettei    Stewart McLean 
Dick Burch   Julie Schexnayder   Elizabeth Springs   
Lisa Wallen   Spencer Benton    Kathleen Wilder     

Hop Meeler                                 Jay Dellinger                                            Ty Anthony 
 

 

Significant Events: 
 
 Continued New Member Class to be held at least 3 times per year. 
 Sponsor Spring and Fall church picnics. 
 Monthly new member gatherings on Sundays that new members joined.  
 Strengthened the prospective member program, including calls to First Time Visitors. 
 
 
 

Focus for 2019: 
 
 

 Strengthen the assimilation of new members into the life of church. Deacons and “Sponsors” assigned to 
new members as soon as possible.  

 Offer more opportunities by which members can gather in small groups. 
 Increase number of activities (sports, music, arts, and hobby related) for members. 
 Men’s Community Softball and basketball leagues. 
 Provide intergenerational opportunities for fellowship (parent/child). 
 Strengthen the Fellowship Ministry Team, including establishment of a “Hospitality Committee” to help  

with Snowbird luncheons, etc. 
 Partner with Men’s Ministries. 
  

 

 

 

Annual Report: Church Growth/Fellowship Ministry 2018 
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Congregational Care: The Board of Deacons 

 

 

Purpose:  
To provide lay pastoral care and nurture to members of the congregation.  
 

 

May 2018 to April 2019 Leadership:  
Stewart McLean, Moderator   
Cindy Gordon, Vice Moderator 
Marsha Lawson, Secretary   
Rev. Christa Brewer, Pastor Liaison to the Deacons 
   

 
Significant Events: 
  
 Continued to provide members of the congregation care through Shepherd Flocks, with extra care given to 

members in times of grief, illness, or other needs. 
 Provided an array of continuing education sessions for Deacons, with speakers focusing on issues such as how to 

handle hospital visits, the prayer ministry team, church involvement during disaster relief, “New-trition,” and 
prayer – including when, what and how.   

 The New Member Ministry Team successfully hosted their lunches and paired all new members with sponsors. 
 The Extended Communion ministry team trained more members and continued to serve extended communion 

to homebound members as needed.  
 Continued to support the Visiting Volunteers and Lend-A-Hand Ministries as ways for Deacons to involve them-

selves in a ministry team of the church. 
  
  
 

 Focus for 2019: 
  
 To sustain and evaluate our Deacon ministry teams. 
 To continue education and  training of our Deacons to best provide the necessary care to all the members of our 

congregation.  

Annual Report: The Board of Deacons 2018 
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Growing Tree Ministry 

 

Purpose: To provide a happy and stimulating environment where each child is able to reach his or her   
potential for social, emotional, physical, and spiritual growth.  
 
 

Current Leadership  -  Board of Directors: 
Susan Cranford – Moderator  Summer Butler – Director       
Dr. John Brearley – Senior Minister Elisabeth Lackey- Elder    
Sue Monzingo – Church Member              Susan Kenny – Assistant Director 
Colette Ramsey - Parent                 Suzanne Gayton - Parent 
 
 

Current Staff Leadership: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Significant Events: 
 All teachers received 15 hours of continuing education. 
 The three year old classes visited Eagle Crest, a retired living facility.  While there, they sang a few songs and 

treated the residents to Halloween goodies and treats. 
 Growing Tree families were very generous in assisting with the church’s annual “Operation Christmas.” 
 Children’s Carnival provided crafts, games, a bouncy house and many other family fun activities.  
 Families of the Growing Tree donated gently used books to support “Freedom Readers”. 
 Activated Story Theater performed 2 stories for our students and St. Andrew’s visiting Kindergarten class. 
 Our annual Christmas Program provided holiday entertainment for parents and families. 
 Doughnuts for Dads provided an opportunity for dads to visit their child’s classroom and enjoy a doughnut with 

their child.  
 Open House provided an opportunity for continuing families and inquiring parents to tour the school and pick 

up registration materials. 
 Registration was successful for the 2019 – 2020 school year. 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 Kindergarten will sing at a First Presbyterian Sunday worship service. 
 Due to Hurricane Florence, our annual fundraiser has been moved to March 1st.  We are looking forward to “A 

Night on the Inlet”, which will provide an opportunity to raise funds for our school and interact with our         
parents.  

Summer Butler – Director 
Susan Kenny – Asst. Director 
  
Jonathan Roberts – PE & Music 
Bailey D’Ambrosio - PE & Music 
Whitney Conder - Spanish 
  
Kindergarten: 
Nadine Moser 
Suzanne Palmer 
Sharon Martin  

Threes: 
Ashley DiSabato 
Champagne Cornwell 
Lauren Schwartz 
Donna Bird 
Sarah Rinker 
Allison Denton 
Kristin Miraglia 
Alice Guyton 
 
 

Fours: 
Tammy Brearley 
Patty Lowder 
Kris Long 
Jackie Kennedy 
Whitney Gibson 
Michelle Bowers 
Elisabeth Lackey 

Ones: 
Alli Hogan 
Dana Zettergren 
Callie Bowden 
  
Twos: 
Lauren Kay 
Julie Jackson  
Nikki Wilkes 
Jennifer Little 
Anne Marie Beerley 
Sharon Martin 
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Growing Tree Ministry (Continued) 

 
 

Upcoming Events: (Continued) 
 
 Muffins for Moms will provide an opportunity for moms to visit their child’s classroom and enjoy a muffin with 

their child. 
 Annual Earth Day celebration – The Solid Waste Authority will visit and talk to the students about the im-

portance of recycling.  In honor of Earth Day, the children will collect change during the month of April for Wa-
ter.org.  We are very excited and proud to donate our collected change to help provide others with access to 
clean water. 

 Kindergarten graduation will take place on Thursday, May 16th
h at the 6:00 pm Early Sabbath Worship. 

 Annual End of the Year Program will take place on May 22rd.   
 The Growing Tree will offer 5 opportunities for students and visitors to attend a summer camp.  Camps will run 

4 days a week from 9 am to 1 pm. 
 
 

Focus for 2019: 
Partner with parents as they build a solid spiritual foundation in the lives of their preschoolers (birth through Kin-
dergarten). Our preschool is a place where age appropriate educational objectives and spiritual truths are taught in 
a safe, loving environment.  We will effectively minister to children in all areas of life: physical, mental, social, emo-
tional and spiritual. 



2018 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Mission Ministry 
 

Purpose: 
To inform and involve the members of the First Presbyterian Church in the global mission of the                               
Presbyterian Church (USA) and to bring new disciples to Jesus Christ in our community, our state, nation, and 
world. 
  
 

Current Leadership: 
John Neely,  Elder (Moderator)  Frank Hereda   Liz Bernaski 
Paula Jordan, Elder   Nathan See, Staff  Ryan Earnest, Elder   
Diane Parker    Amy Warner   Robby Warner 
Diane P’Pool 
  

Significant Events: 
Hurricane Florence Relief was at the forefront of our mission focus this Fall.  Thanks to the generosity and 
hard work of our congregation, we got the opportunity to work with five families affected by the flooding 
through sandbagging, removing damaged items, and tearing out and replacing sheetrock and insulation and      
interior doors.  We were also able to send eight vehicles filled with food to South Strand Helping Hand to help 
those affected by the storm. 
 

FPC is also engaged in mission both locally and globally in other ways; here’s how: 
Local Mission Front – A group of committed volunteers from this congregation prepare food and serve close to 
100 guests of Street Reach Mission each Wednesday night all year long!  This year we recently added a fifth 
team, which puts us at close to 50 volunteers.  FPC is the only provider serving a meal every week of the year!  
We continue to collect an impressive number of materials and canned goods to benefit local helping agencies 
such as Helping Hand, Community Kitchen, Hope House of MB, Street Reach, Racepath Community Center, and 
New Directions of Horry County as well as providing workers for each of the agencies listed through volun-
teers from our church.  We hope to increase volunteerism with these organizations in the years to come as we 
live out our call to be the hands and feet of Christ.  The Christmas Eve Offering for Habitat for Humanity once 
again made possible home ownership for a family in our community.   
 

Operation Christmas is a program co-sponsored by the mission and youth ministry teams.  FPC provided for 
close to 130 children whose families would not have had Christmas gifts otherwise.  For many years, we have 
invited families to come and shop the FPC store for toys and clothing for their children.  While the parents/
guardians shopped and wrapped, their children were entertained by volunteers along with students from the 
church with Christmas snacks, movies, and games.  As well, we were blessed with the opportunity to take stu-
dents from MBHS who are homeless or unaccompanied by their parents (parentless) shopping for clothes and 
other items at WalMart during the Christmas season. So many people play an intricate role in the success of this 
program, but a special thanks goes to Suzanne Belden and Sarah Benton for their tireless dedication. 
 

We continue our mission partnership with the Bahamas Youth Network under the leadership of Gabe, Jan, and 
Grace Swing.  The Bahamas Youth Network offers youth ministry experiences for Bahamian students in                  
Nassau, Long Island, and Marsh Harbour.  FPC sent a mission team to Long Island in February 2018 and is taking 
a trip to Marsh Harbour in February 2019.  Though still active on Long Island, the Swing family now lives and 
serves in Marsh Harbour. 
 
 

Focus for 2019: 
We look forward to how God will empower us to reflect Christ’s light in new and dynamic ways in 2019! 
 

Annual Report: Mission Ministry 2018 
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Men’s Ministry 

 

Purpose: 
Provide a men’s program that affords the opportunity for fellowship, service, and Christian growth for the men of 
First Presbyterian Church. 
  

Current Leadership: 
Jim McCracken, Elder (Moderator)   Bob Moore, Elder                     
Bob Rankin                   Dwight Hudson      
Warren McKittrick                                                                     Ray Riggs, Elder                                                                          
Walt Whittier      
Edwin Hinds 
  

Significant Events: 
 Hosted annual Prime Rib dinner fellowship. 
 Continued North Strand prayer breakfasts on first and third Wednesdays at Hot Stacks in Myrtle Beach with 

20+ attending. 
 Continue prayer breakfast group every other Thursday on the South Strand at Holiday Inn, Surfside Beach with 

30+ attending. 
 Hosted annual FPC golf tournament in June at Myrtlewood Golf Club. 
 Hosted annual fall cookout at Kings campus. 
  

Focus for 2019: 
 Continue to utilize web-based communication. 
 Host another excellent church-wide golf tournament in June 2019 
  

With additional funding, Presbyterian Men could: 
 Develop an annual retreat for men. 
 Restart Men’s Forum. 

Annual Report: Presbyterian Men 2018 
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Presbyterian Women 

 

Purpose: 
 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to: 
 Nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study. 
 Support the mission of the church worldwide. 
 Work for justice and peace. 
 Build an inclusive caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 And witness to the promises of God’s kingdom. 
 
 

2018—2019 Current Leadership:      
Sue Tisdale, Moderator      
Kim Phillips, Vice-Moderator     
Beth Campbell, Secretary 
Anne Cox, Treasurer 
 

Significant Events: 
 
 Seven Circles met monthly from September to May representing 184 women of the church. 
 Hosted the PW Presbytery Helpshops on August 11, 2018. 
  Continued with Birthday Offerings, Thank Offerings, and Memorial  Scholarships. 
 Made donations for local and global missions such as Operation Christmas , Hope House, Helping Hand, 
 Mayfield   Ministry, Evelyn’s Baskets for children in Guatemala, local schools, our own Youth Ministry. 
 Purchased 3 communion table runners for our new FPC sanctuary. 
 Awarded the annual Candy Webb Memorial Scholarship of $500 to a graduating senior girl from the FPC family:, 

Caitlin Clark, recipient.                               
 Held the annual Spring Surge to promote spiritual growth among women. 
 Recognized PW Honorary Life Member for 2018 – Caren Whittier. 
 Continued with monthly circle meetings and Coordinating Team meetings. 
 Attended annual gatherings and training events of the New Harmony Presbytery. 
 Worked with Parish Wellness Coordinator to provide soup to sick and shut-ins. 
 Held 2nd annual Women’s Spiritual Retreat Oct. 26-28, 2018. 
 Outreach Coordinator sent out 802 cards to members on the pastoral care list. 
 

Focus for  2019: 
 
 To welcome new members to FPC. 
 To invite and encourage new members to visit and join a Circle. 
 Increase our awareness to news of the community and needs with our Presbytery and our church. 
 Continue to present the Candy Webb Scholarship. 
 Continue to support the events of the Presbytery. 
 Continue the Christmas Luncheon and Spring Birthday Luncheon. 
 Continue to support the Spring Surge with First United Methodist Church. 
 Continue to support the annual Women’s Spiritual Retreat.   

Annual Report: Presbyterian Women 2018 
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Property Ministry  

 
  

Purpose: 
  

To insure the buildings and grounds of the First Presbyterian Church are inviting and visually pleasing to all who 
see them and user-friendly to all the church’s members, friends, and visitors who gather here for  
worship, study, dining, fellowship, counseling, meetings, and friendship.  Additionally, provide good stewardship 
of Church funds with respect to maintenance and repairs to the facilities.  The Property Committee will also 
oversee any construction work or improvements to church property in a professional manner to maximize the 
Church's programming needs. 
   
  

Current Leadership: 
Ryan Earnest, Elder (Moderator)    
Edward Benton, Elder      
Jay Springs, Elder     
Steve Moore, Business Administrator  
  
  

Significant Events: 
 

 Continued cleanup days at the Kings and Grissom Campuses. 

 Continued Kings HVAC maintenance and repair. 
 Any needed repairs and maintenance at both campuses. 

  

Focus for 2019: 
  

 Create capital improvements plan for use in annual budgeting. 

 Continue to maintain Kings Campus in a manner suitable for potential buyers. 

 Work closely with Dale Gallo to make sure he has all the support/resources needed to do his job. 

 Hire in house staff to oversee the landscaping around the Grissom Campus. 

Annual Report: Property Ministry 2018 
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Special Arts and Music Ministry 

 

Purpose:   
To provide supplemental cultural activities for the church and community.  We believe that emphasis on the Fine 
Arts furthers God’s ministry in the community and unifies His people. 
  

Current Leadership: 
  

Board of Directors 
Brown Bradley, Founder/Artistic director  Kathy Kyzer, President    Debra Jones 
Mary Bradley     Carolyn McKittrick  Jeffrey Jones   
Larry Hartsell     Diane  Heckathorne  Kenneth Leach    
Jan Hartsell      
     
 Fine Arts Committee 
Diane Devaughn Stokes, Elder (Moderator) Cheri Curtis    Kenneth Leach  
Bob Hurley     Al Conklin    Jeffrey Jones  
Warren and Carolyn McKittrick   Diane Heckathorne   Alice Derouen 
Milly Vaughn     Jan Hartsell    Lois Taylor  
     
  

Significant Events: 
  

First Presbyterian Concerts, Inc. celebrated its 32nd award-wining year in 2018. The series, which has been com-
pletely sold out for the last four years, presents renowned international and national performers which range 
from Joshua Bell, violinist, Metropolitan Opera Super Stars, Susan Graham, Angela Meade, Christine Brewer, The 
Lincoln Center Chamber Players, and Phantom of the Opera star, Kimilee Bryant.  Last year’s artists included 
Yekwon Sunwoo, who was the Gold Medalist in the Van Cliburn  international piano competition, Jamie Barton, 
Metropolitan Opera star, Bella Hristova, violinist and winner of the coveted Avery Fisher Career Grant Award; and 
Andre Courville, Philadelphia Opera leading bass.  
  
 

Focus for 2019: 
 

The Chancel Choir performed rousing anthems for the Martin Luther King Memorial concert in January. 
The concert featured African-American choirs and gospel choirs from our city. Also, four well known ministers, 
including Dr. Brearley, gave inspiring messages. 
  
The Committee will continue offering “Afternoons at the Opera” which are Saturday outings to the theater at 
Coastal Grande Mall during the fall, winter, and spring months, to watch certain operas hosted by the                            
Metropolitan Opera through a live HD feed from the Met. Afterwards participants are invited to go to dinner at 
one of the local Italian restaurants.  The FPC Concert Series in its 33rd  award winning season will open with                 
America’s greatest violinist, Joshua Bell. The series is completely sold out. Also on the roster for 2019 is the                 
Metropolitan leading mezzo-soprano, Isabel Leonard; Piano prodigy, Nathan Lee, who at 15 years old will                           
perform major keyboard works. Lawson Anderson, bass-baritone, will perform a varied recital of German lieder to 
Broadway. He was a recipient of a George London Award and has sung in many opera houses in Europe. The                   
five- concert series will end with Broadway Forever! starring professional singers and instrumentalists from the 
area.  

Annual Report: Special Arts and Music Ministry 2018 
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Stephen Ministry 

   
 

Purpose:    
 

Stephen Ministry provides confidential, one-on-one, distinctively Christian caregiving to members of the              
congregation and greater community who would benefit from having someone walk with them along a challenging 
part of their journey.  As a part of Stephen Ministry additional grief support is provided by periodically sending grief 
books to those experiencing loss of a loved one.  
 

Leadership: 
 

Active Stephen Ministry Leaders: 
 
Rev. Christa Brewer  Sam Hodges                  Kelsey Hughes                 
Jo Ann Junk                                     Sue Tisdale 
 
 

Active Stephen Ministers: 
 

Kelsey Hughes  Sam Hodges  Paula Jordan  Harry Junk   Jo Ann Junk                                   
Rod Madert                Diane Parker                    Eric Rice                          Ronnie Small            Linda Stevens                    
Sue Tisdale 
 
Rachelle Angwin, Patti Masters, and Mandy Pascale were also active in the ministry in 2018 and have subsequently 
retired or taken a sabbatical. 
 

Significant Events of 2018: 
 

 Provided confidential, one-on-one, distinctively Christian caregiving to over 14 members of the congregation 
and greater community. 

 Sent Jo Ann Junk to the Stephen Ministry Leadership Training Conference to train as Stephen Leader.  She 
joined the leadership team in January 2018. 

 Publicized Stephen Ministry by participating in Rally Day and providing information on the program. 
 Helped to plan and lead the Longest Night Service on Dec. 19, 2018. 
 Recruited new lay members to train as Stephen Ministers.  Information sessions on the Stephen Ministry pro-

gram were held after all 3 worship services in September 2018. 
 Sent grief books to church members who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
 
 

Focus for 2019: 
 
  

 To continue to provide confidential, one-on-one, distinctively Christian caregiving to those in our congregation 
and community who would benefit from such a ministry. 

 To continue to improve FPC’s awareness of Stephen Ministry such that more people will know to take ad-
vantage of this wonderful ministry. 

 To train a new class of Stephen Ministers.   
 To discern a Stephen Minister to go to Stephen Leadership Training. 
 To continue our process of sending out grief books. 

Annual Report: Stephen Ministry 2018 
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Worship and Music Ministry  
 
Purpose:  
 
To provide excellent worship services that are meaningful and transforming for the members and guests of First 
Presbyterian Church who worship as we seek together to become channels of God's redeeming love in this 
world. 
 

Current Leadership: 
Sue Kraft: Elder (Moderator)   Fannie Gore: Sunday Communion prep   
Ruth Gore: flowers & Christmas greenery Carolyn McKittrick: weddings, 8:45 Ushers, 
Bob Moore: session rep, 11:00 a.m. ushers Early Sabbath Communion prep 
Ronnie Small: Early Sabbath rep   B J Thomas: session rep, ambassador  
Elisabeth Lackey: ex-officio, Lovefeast 

Staff Leadership: 
Rev. Dr. John Brearley: Senior Minister  Brown Bradley: Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Rev. Christa Brewer: Assoc. Minister, Adult Discipleship, Deacons 
Rev. Nathan See: Assoc. Minister, Missions, The Gathering 
Macy Cottom: Children and Family Ministries  
Skip Yingling: Dir. of Children's Music, Handbell Choirs, Contemporary Music 
 
Significant Events: 
 
 Chancel choir and sextet continue to provide music for all Sunday services and for special worship events 

such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Jazz Sunday, Heritage Sunday, Lovefeast, and Christmas Eve. 
 A Live Nativity, organized by Macy Cottom, and a Longest Night service, organized by Christa Brewer, have 

become two new Advent traditions. 
 Early Sabbath Worship on Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. continues strong, with about 150 people attending and 

Communion on every 4th Thursday of the month. 
 Casual Sunday service The Gathering has brought in new folks and has its own congregation of regular        

attendees. 
 We have started celebrating Communion on the 2nd Sunday of every month (1st Sunday in Oct.) and have 

increased the number of people helping to both prepare and distribute elements. 
 Friendship pads have all been replaced and have new, updated info, including electronic giving. 
 A Remembrance Team was formed, thanks to Diane P'Pool. Volunteers now go out with a minister when 

there is a death to help with details of funeral planning. 
 Both the American and the Christian flags have been reinstalled in the sanctuary, where they had been                  

absent for some time. 
 Added Easter Sunrise Serivce at 7:00 AM at Island Vista Resort. 
 Purchased and  dedicated new hymnals for the new Sanctuary. 
 
Focus for 2019: 
 
 Our main focus for this year will be the transition into the new sanctuary at the Grissom campus.  What        

details surrounding our worship services will change and what will remain the same?  The more we can        
anticipate and plan for change, the smoother the move will be. 

 However, in the meantime, we strive to continue to provide meaningful and joyous worship at all 4 of our 
weekly services, plus other special worship events. 
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Youth Ministry 
 
Purpose: 
To create a program of Christian nurture which seeks to be faithful in every way and addresses the spiritual, 
emotional, relational, and social needs of every student in the First Presbyterian Church family from middle 
school through high school. 
 
Current Leadership: 
   Ray Riggs, Elder    Jan Riggs   Skip Yingling, Staff  
   Medissa Cox, Elder   Michelle Cox   Jeff Marlow, Elder   
 Karen Prickett     Summer Butler  Melanie Doty 
   Mary Daniel, Elder   Gina Burch  Michelle Capps 
   Anna – Gray Pruett   Amber Long 
 
Here are the ways that our youth ministry team is making and molding disciples for Christ:  
The POINT!: 
 Sunday night’s outreach event for ~75+ middle school students and high school students:  church members, 

members of other local churches, students who are not yet members of any church. 
 Meet regularly for food, fellowship, recreation, devotion, music, and worship. 
 
Impact Groups: 
 Small groups based on age and gender shepherded by adults and student leaders. 
 Focuses on building community and creating a time of fellowship and devotion/Bible study. 
 100+ students from our church and the community participating weekly. 
  Leaders:  Kelly Webster, Frank Hereda, Jamie Hills, Lynn Caudle, Debe Tilghman, Ryan Earnest, Ken Pruitt, 

Tiffany Hereda, Carolina Springs, Stewart McClean, Jeri Hillmelsbach, Marty Graham, Catherine Collins,              
Lissa Woodard, Roy Dunn, Hal Capps, Anne Cox, LuAnne Martini, Roy Dunn, Hal Capps, Lucia Gore,                     
Libby Dunn, Charlie Belissary, Bryan Davenport.  

 
 
Retreats: 
In the fall and of each year for both middle school and high school groups, students are given the opportunity to 
get away for the weekend from our busy lives to enjoy paintball, ropes courses, fellowship, quiet time, music 
and worship.  This year, the middle school group went to Cedar Grove in North Carolina and the high school had 
a service and fellowship focused retreat at Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte.   
 
 
Youth Summer Trips: 
Includes service projects in other communities around the country and the world to share the love of Christ.  
20+ middle school students and adult leaders traveled to Charlotte, NC last summer to participate in mission.  
15+ high school students and adult leaders traveled to the Montreat Youth Conference.  High schoolers also 
took a Mission trip to the Bahamas. 
 
 

Focus for 2019: 
We are continuing to hone the ways in which we minister together.  Upcoming events include middle and high 
school spring retreats, mission trips to Long Island, Bahamas and Charlotte, NC, Denver, CO. and participation in 
the  Montreat High School Youth Conference.    
 

Annual Report: Youth Ministry 2018 
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Youth Ministry (continued) 

 

Focus for 2019 (continued): 
Goals for 2019 include:  
 Developing and strengthening existing relationships 
 Establishing relationships that do not currently exist  
 Continuing to engage youth in meaningful and fun ways 
 Strengthening our ministry to family units (not just middle and high school kids, but parents and other       

siblings) 
 Strengthening the missional component of our youth ministry  
 Ensuring that the youth ministry is closely tied to the ongoing life of the FPC congregation  
 Reclaiming elements of reformed theology and sacramental worship  
 Discerning God’s call to begin more mid – week fellowship and devotional activities for our youth                

constituents 
 Increasing Youth and Family involvement in our Christian Education Programs and in our worshipping life by 

attending traditional worship and The Gathering  
 Transitioning to the Grissom Campus 
 Continually re–assessing our program offerings to ensure we engage as many families as possible 
 Discerning how God is calling to offer ministry events during the week 
 Continuing to develop small group ministry 
 Continuing Coffee  meeting and beginning similar program for middle school . 
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FPC Staff 

 

Lynda Berkey  Ministry Assistant  
Brown Bradley  Director of Music & Fine Arts   
John Brearley  Senior Minister   
Christa Brewer  Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship & Pastoral Care  
Summer Butler  Director of The Growing Tree  
Judith L. Cettei  Parish Associate  
Macy Cottom  Director of Family Ministries 
Denise Cromer  Organist   
Denise Ellis   Parish Health Nurse/Health Coordinator 

Teri Grooms   Financial Administrator  
Dale Gallo   Property Manager 
Debra Jones   Director of Communications 
LuAnne Martini  Ministry Assistant 
Bree Moore   Digital Marketing Director 
Steve Moore  Business Administrator  
Nathan See   Associate Pastor—Missions  
Betty Singleton  Director of Special Educational Offerings 
Kathleen Wilder  Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor 
Skip Yingling   Director of Children, Youth & Handbell Choirs  &  
    Early Sabbath Music 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PO Box 70127 
Myrtle Beach, SC  29572-0127 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Hours:  8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Thursday; 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Friday 

PO Box 70127   Myrtle Beach, SC 29572   (843) 448-4496 

www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org,  

Sunday Worship: 8:45 AM & 11:00 AM—Kings Campus  

Thursday Early Sabbath: 6:00 PM—Grissom Campus 

 

Kings Campus:                                      Grissom Campus: 

1300 N. Kings Highway                  3810 Robert Grissom Parkway 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

 

Become a fan on our FACEBOOK page 
Go to our Facebook page ‘First Presbyterian’ 

http://www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org

