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From our Senior Minister...
Hold That Thought…
Each January we do something that shapes the life of our church like nothing else – we begin
the process of electing officers who will serve us well in the coming years. In my humble
opinion, our Presbyterian polity (or church government) is second to none. I love the
way we make decisions. The format, like that of the United States government, is representative. That simply means that our entire congregation makes the most important decisions
(buying and selling property, calling ministers, and electing officers), trusting our representatives to lead us forward through the year. In my humble opinion, again, there is nothing we do
on a practical level that is more important.
The Officer Nominating Committee appreciates the names you suggest for Elders and
Deacons. They will take your suggestions and prayerfully put together a slate of officers to
be elected on Sunday morning, March 7. Please visit our website to fill out a suggestion
form. Red suggestion boxes will also be in place in the narthex and church office. In addition to providing names of potential candidates, please be in prayer for the Committee and for
those asked to lead. The deadline for your input is Sunday morning, January 17.
Perhaps it would be helpful to have a brief description of the two offices we are seeking to
fill. Elders are members who are actively involved in the life of the church, who support our
mission with their time, talent, and resources, and who are willing to enlist others to serve on
our ministry teams. Deacons are members who have a heart of compassion and who enjoy
communicating care with geographical groups within the church. Many of our Deacons also
assist in visiting our homebound members, as well as, helping new members find their niche
within the church. Elders and Deacons serve a three-year term unless they are filling an
unexpired term for someone else. All our officers should be persons who have
demonstrated deep faith and positive attitudes, as well as a desire to serve.
We are most grateful for those who are willing and able to accept this responsibility. Your
service is vital to us all! With continued gratitude for God’s grace, and for the ministry we are
called to share, let us anticipate an exciting 2021!

Peace,
John
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RETURN TO LIVE-STREAM WORSHIP ONLY

The Task Force recently looked at all of the issues surrounding public gatherings and
confirmed the unanimous recommendation of the Worship Committee. For the
foreseeable future (but at least through January), we will have live-streaming worship
only. Both of our Sunday morning services (9:00 & 11:00) will continue to be broadcast on our website and
Facebook. We invite you to watch and worship from the safety of your home during these difficult pandemic
days.
Our musicians and ministers will follow careful protocols as we lead worship for the coming weeks. Please
invite family and friends to join us for worship online. How blessed we are to be able to share with you
virtually the sights, sounds and message of the Lord!
Note that many of our scheduled church activities will continue to take place. Please consult the website for
updates and adjustments.

At long last we are ready to launch our Columbarium! After years of conversation, this facility that houses cremains
(ashes) of those who choose cremation is now ready to be constructed. The sections of the Columbarium will frame a
beautiful courtyard behind Wilkes Hall. This setting will provide a wonderful outdoor space for social and fellowship
activities. Our plan is to construct the nearest two corners of the facility during the initial phase.
If you would like to purchase a niche (box) in the Columbarium, please go online and read the information posted
there, or call the church and request a packet to be mailed. I would also invite you to listen to my 10 At 10 devotion
that shares additional thoughts about cremation. More and more of our members, indeed the majority, are choosing
this viable option. Niches are available for purchase through our Business Office. Simply fill out the form with
payment and contact Linda Balmer (843-448-4496) to make your selection. This transaction can be done in person or
by mail. Construction should begin early in the new year!
The pre-sale of niches will help to underwrite the cost of construction. If you are planning to purchase one, please
consider doing so in the near future, if possible. Thanks!

The Officer Nominating Committee appreciates the names you suggest
for Elders and Deacons. Please visit our church website to fill out a
suggestion form. Red suggestion boxes will also be in place in the
narthex and church office. The deadline for your input is Sunday
morning, January 17.
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Our next assigned week to work is March 15 - 19. There are two shifts per
day: 7:00 AM - 10:00 AM and 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM. To volunteer for a day
or a shift, please call Nancy or Marianne McNally at 843-712-2996 or
Marianne at 301-906-7979.
We are in need of more volunteers. We appreciate any time you can give us.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

A Stephen Minister is a Christian who is trained to be a supportive, caring person to
those in need. A Stephen Minister is a person who can listen in confidence to another
without being judgmental and who can provide emotional support to that person.
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one ministry of caring, understanding, and sharing to those
who need someone to walk with them for a period of time. Some of the reasons someone
might choose to have a Stephen Minister are:
~ Loneliness
~ Divorce
~ Unemployment
~ Being Shut-In

~ Retirement Changes
~ Terminal Illness
~ Childbirth
~ Grief

~ Discouragement
~ Loss of Spouse
~ Loss of a Loved One
~ Questions about God & Faith

Please contact Rev Christa Brewer (843-448-4496), or one of our Stephen Ministry
Leaders to be paired with a Stephen Minister. The Stephen Leaders are: Sam Hodges,
Jo Ann Junk, Rod Madert, Diane Parker, and Sue Tisdale.

On Monday those flowers are broken down for delivery to our shut-ins or those in the
hospital. The special people that deliver the flowers also spend a few minutes visiting. Our
flowers are beautiful on Sundays and they are supplied at the thoughtfulness of our
members in honor of, memory of, or to celebrate a life event. Let’s fill each Sunday with
flowers. To place a request for flowers, please call Debra at 843-448-4496 to schedule. The
average cost is $150.00. We DO NEED vases please. Thank you.
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CLASS

LOCATION

CONTACT

Cornerstone
Contact Rod Madert for
Zoom Invite
(rmadert@frontier.com)

Virtual @
10:00 AM

Marsha Lawson
Rod & Karen Madert

Explorers
Contact Ann & Harry
Campbell for Zoom
Invite
(harrytfc@icloud.com)
Theophilus
Contact Wayne Gray for
Zoom Invite
(wwg007@aol.com)

Virtual @
10:00AM

Harry & Ann Campbell

Virtual @
9:30 AM

Wayne Gray

Godviews
Postponed
Young Adults and
Parents
Postponed

John Byer

Mary Daniel
Rev. Nathan See

Who we are...
A diverse group of singles and
couples, ages 40 and above.
A community of faith engaged in a lively
conversation about 21st century
Christianity. Diverse opinions welcomed
in a “safe place” where questions can be
raised without judgmental responses.
In-depth Bible discussions and wonderful
fellowship. We are currently studying
Romans.

We are studying Godviews– The
Convictions that Drive Us and Divide
Us, by Jack Haberer.
"I should really read my Bible more..." Ever
find yourself saying this? Come and explore
the incredibly complex and beautiful text that
is the source of our Christian faith!

Thursday Education Hour 4:00 - 5:00 & 4:30 - 5:30 PM
CLASS

LOCATION

Old Testament 201
Contact Rev. Christa
Brewer for Zoom invite
(cbrewer@mbfpc.com)

Virtual at 4:30 PM

CONTACT

Who we are...

Rev. Christa Brewer

We are studying the book of Ezekiel.

Audrey Bruner

We are studying Making Sense of the
Bible, by Adam Hamilton.

Searching For Answers
Contact Audrey Bruner
at 843-712-1792 for Zoom
invite
(abruner1@sc.rr.com)

Virtual at 4:00 PM
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Monday Morning Scholars
New class starting soon!
Watch for Updates
Mondays - 10:00 AM
Contact LuAnne Martini at 843-448-4496 for ZOOM invite.
A study of the book by Marcus Borg, Jesus, Uncovering the Life,
Teachings, and Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary.
For more information contact Betty Singleton, 843-449-5006 or Lisa
Hamilton at 843-602-1188.

Loosely Lectionary with John
Bible study with John C. Brearley
Wednesdays, 12:00 noon.
Zoom virtual meeting. Everyone is welcome!
Contact Kathleen Wilder for Zoom invite at
kwilder@mbfpc.com.

NEW CLASS COMING
Or, should we say that one of our newest classes is continuing! After a
great start this fall, the Racial Understanding Class will launch another
semester early in the new year. The goal is the same—to explore,
express, and experience understanding among races. During this tense
time in our society, we hope to promote a better way to live in community
together. Join us on the journey! Our class meets by Zoom on
Monday afternoons at 4:00, beginning January 18. For more
information contact the facilitator, Rev. Carol Pagelson, at
c_pagelsen@yahoo.com. You may also call the LuAnne Martini
(843-448-4496) in the church office to register for the class. See you then!
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Linda Balmer
John Brearley
Christa Brewer
Summer Butler
Judy Cettei
Macy Cottom
Denise Cromer
Bree Eggleston
Charles Elliott
Denise Ellis
Dale Gallo
Teri Grooms
Debra Jones
Tim Koch
LuAnne Martini
Jonathan Roberts
Nathan See
Betty Singleton
Kathleen Wilder
Skip Yingling

Business Administrator
Senior Minister
Associate Pastor
Director of The Growing Tree
Parish Associate
Family Ministries Director
Organist
Digital Marketing Director
Parish Associate
Parish Health Nurse/Health Coordinator
Director of Facilities
Financial Administrator
Director of Communications
FPC Chancel Choir Director
Ministry Assistant
Youth Director
Associate Pastor
Director of Adult Spiritual Enrichment
Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor
Director of Music Ministries

lbalmer@mbfpc.com
jbrearley@mbfpc.com
cbrewer@mbfpc.com
sbutler@mbfpc.com
jcettei@mbfpc.com
mcottom@mbfpc.com
dcromer@mbfpc.com
bmoore@mbfpc.com
celliott@mbfpc.com
dellis@mbfpc.com
dgallo@mbfpc.com
tgrooms@mbfpc.com
djones@mbfpc.com
tkoch@mbfpc.com
lmartini@mbfpc.com
jroberts@mbfpc.com
nsee@mbfpc.com
bsingleton@mbfpc.com
kwilder@mbfpc.com
syingling@mbfpc.com

All staff can be reached by phone by calling the main office number; 843-448-4496.

10 at 10
Devotions will be offered on Monday, Wednesday and Friday… always at 10:00.
All are archived for future viewing, as well.

We hope this program brings you comfort and offers a connection even though we are
unable to gather together. Each video will be posted on our Facebook page and website,
and it will also be sent out via email.
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On December 6, the FPC Youth gathered
presents for Fostering Hope.

We are so proud of FPC Youth!
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The Wave’s 2020 Progressive Dinner was an enormous success! The Middle and High
school groups combined for 97 Youth! We’re very grateful to each family who agreed to
host our group and open up their back yard areas for this special evening.
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Our First Legacy Planned Giving Program is our way of encouraging members
and friends of First Presbyterian Church to provide gifts to the church through
their estate plans, above and beyond annual support. Such gifts might include
contributions of cash, stock, or real estate; bequests set up in a will; or provision
for the church to receive a share from a life insurance policy, a trust or annuity
fund, or other kinds of life-income plans. Gifts may be small or large, and may
be designated for general or specific purposes. The legacy of such gifts is both
a witness to our faithful stewardship of God's blessings and an affirmation of
our support for the continuing growth and ministry of this congregation.
For more information, you may contact Bob Lane at boblane62@gmail.com or
Charles Elliott at celliott@mbfpc.com.

Abigail: 4th Tuesday; 10:00 AM
(Contact Glenda Connolly, 843-222-8339)
Deborah: 1st Tuesday; 11:00 AM
(Contact Kimberley Griffith, 301-335-5512)
Esther: 2nd Tuesday; 6:30 PM.
(Contact: Lauren Benton, 843-331-2348 or
Caleigh Streater 843-685-5079)
Joy: Last Tuesday; 8:00 AM
(Contact Lisa Hamilton, 843-602-1188 or
Samantha Staats, 843-222-6010)
Mary Magdalene: 1st Thursday; 10:00 AM.
(Contact: Susan Smith, 843-945-5123)
Samaritan: 2nd Tuesday; 7:00 PM..
(Contact Beth Campbell, 843-602-9264 or
Missy O’Neal 919-521-1786)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PO Box 70127
Myrtle Beach, SC 29572-0127
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FIRST PRESS MONTHLY is published by Debra Jones,
Director of Communications. Articles submitted need to be IN
WRITING and include author’s name and phone number.
Deadline is the 3rd (third) week of each month.

Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Thursday; 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Friday
PO Box 70127  Myrtle Beach, SC 29572  (843) 448-4496
www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org
3810 Robert Grissom Parkway
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29577

Become a fan on our FACEBOOK page
Go to our Facebook page ‘First Presbyterian’ Church
Myrtle Beach” and hit the “LIKE” button

