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Elders    

Randy Leo Bell and his wife Meshelle Bell have been members of the 
church for several years.  They purchased a home in Myrtle Beach 10 years 
ago as a 2nd home.  After retirement from a Senior Management career in 
banking, located in the upstate, they made Myrtle Beach their permanent 
home. Meshelle transferred from Clemson University to Coastal Carolina 
Human Resources and has also recently retired.  After graduating from 
Clemson  University Randy moved to Myrtle Beach to begin his career.  He 
resided  locally for seven years before transferring back to the upstate, but 
he always loved Myrtle Beach.  Randy was very active in many Civic     
Organizations serving in leadership roles throughout his entire career.  
Randy and Meshelle enjoy their 6 grandchildren, traveling, RV’ing,                  
reading, beach days biking trails.  Randy looks forward to serving on the 
Finance Committee 

Phil Alfano recently retired from a career in financial management and      
consulting. Since moving to Myrtle Beach he has continued advising            
not-for-profit organizations, currently as a Member of the Board of                   
Directors of Helping Hand of Myrtle Beach and of the Finance Committee 
at the Dunes Golf and Beach Club. His wife Joan retired from teaching                
special education in Conway, and now has a new vocation working with the 
Guardian ad Litem program of South Carolina.  Phil & Joan love to travel, 
and spend time with their families, in North Carolina and Texas, and with 
the close friends they have made in Myrtle Beach.  They have been                         
members of FPC since 2019, and Phil is honored “to have an opportunity to 
serve in such a caring and    giving congregation.” 

Emily Griffin and her family moved to Myrtle Beach in 2018 and joined FPC 
in 2019. She and her husband, Garrett, have two young children, Cason and 
Elizabeth (Laney). Emily is the Director of Auxiliary Finances at Coastal     
Carolina University and owns Emily Griffin Photography. As a family, they 
love summer beach days, cooking, college football (Go Chants!), and any time 
spent playing outside. Emily stated, “FPC has been so warm and welcoming to 
our family. I look forward to serving and growing as part of our church                   
family.” 



Elders    

Jill Griffith grew up in Georgetown, SC, where she met Bobby and Pat 
Wilkes in the early 70’s. Coincidentally, Jill moved to Myrtle Beach in the 
summer of 1983, the same time as Pat and Bobby Wilkes. Although Jill 
was a lifelong Methodist, Bobby and Pat invited her to a church dinner at 
1st Pres and the rest is history.  Jill joined the Peace Corps after graduating 
from Stephens College, taught school, worked with the SC Department of 
Social Services and the American Cancer Society before attending Law 
School at USC.  She practiced law for 30 + years at the Bellamy Law Firm 
and retired several years ago. She is a past President of the Theatre of the 
Republic, Grand Strand Humane Society and Chicora Rotary.  She loves 
the beach, walking in her neighborhood and on the beach, and enjoys water                
aerobics.  She is looking forward to spending time with family and friends 
in the not too distant future.  She has served at FPC on the Benevolence                 
Committee, as a Deacon, and was a member of the inaugural Habitat for    
Humanity Board of Directors.  She is honored to be nominated to serve as 
an Elder.  She truly believes our motto:  “Love Makes The                       
Difference”.   Another interesting fact is that Jill met her husband, Dan 
Riegle, in 1988, in the  balcony of First Presbyterian Church on Kings 
Highway. 

Ken Kraft lived most of his first 8 years of life in Egypt, where his      
physician father served as a medical missionary. Upon his family's return 
to the US, Ken attended school in rural western NY. After college and 
graduate school, he accepted a position with Virginia Commonwealth 
University's Department of Radiology, ultimately achieving board                  
certification as an imaging physicist. At various times during those                  
working years, Ken also served as accompanist and music director for a 
small PCUSA church near Richmond. In 2013, an attractive woman 
named Sue caught Ken's eye, which spurred him to retire early from VCU 
and move to Myrtle Beach. In 2021 Ken and Sue celebrate their 6th            
wedding anniversary. Here at FPC, Ken enjoys playing piano (especially 
duets with Sue), handbell ringing, singing in the choir, and also volunteers 
with Community Kitchen and the Caribbean Youth Network in the              
Bahamas. As an elder, Ken looks forward to promoting sacred music and 
the arts to enhance worship at FPC. 

Beverly Jones and her husband, Jack, have been members of FPC for 5 
years after moving to Myrtle Beach from northeast PA. She has two                 
daughters and three grandchildren. She retired after 25 years with a major 
insurance company. Her hobbies include reading, traveling, sewing & 
crafts. She is currently on the Executive Board of a local non-profit,                   
member of the Myrtle Beach Lions Club & a fun local Book Club. She is a 
member of Abigail Circle, Bible Study, Women’s Retreat Committee, and 
volunteers for the Love Boat and flower delivery here at FPC.  As a church 
member in previous locations, Bev was an Elder, choir member, Financial 
Secretary, and Bible Study leader. “We were led to FPC by a member   
within days of our move here, and one Sunday was all we needed to know 
we were in the right Church home. I am honored to be nominated as an   
Elder and pray that I can be a part of the future of this community of                    
believers.” 



Elders    

Bob Lane and his wife of 50 years, Karen Paulos Lane, moved to Myrtle 
Beach in 2015 from Columbus, Ohio.  They have been members of five    
different Presbyterian churches in Greensboro, NC, Raleigh, NC, Charlotte, 
NC, Nashville, TN and Columbus, Ohio.  Karen and Bob both served as     
Elders at Worthington Presbyterian Church.  Bob was an executive with      
Wachovia Bank for 23 years before moving into consulting with two different    
companies.  He later served as President of Keybank in Columbus, OH, before 
moving to the academic world teaching Finance at the Fisher College of    
Business at Ohio State  University as Senior Lecturer.  Upon their move to 
Myrtle Beach, Bob joined the faculty at Coastal Carolina University and 
taught Economics and Finance.  He now serves as an Executive-in-Residence.  
Bob currently serves as Co-Chair of the Legacy Committee with Dr. Charles 
Elliott and also serves on the Endowment Committee.  Karen and Bob have 
two daughters, one of which is Ashley Setzer who serves as Deacon at FPC. 
They have four grandchildren that reside in Myrtle Beach and Charleston, SC.  

Originally from Richmond VA, Brian P’Pool and his wife Diane have lived in 
the Myrtle Beach area since his retirement from Phillip Morris 22 years ago.  
The P’Pool’s have two sons and one grandson.  They were high school       
sweethearts and will have been married 54 years this summer.  Brian has always 

been involved in community service, both here and in Virginia.  He is currently 
an active member in the Myrtle Beach Lions Club.  Brian has served as a      
Deacon, helped move the church to its current location, has chaired the annual 
Golf Outing, and is on the Remembrance Team and the New Member Team.  He 
is honored to serve on the Session and will work diligently to insure FPC is truly 
“Where Love Makes a   Difference.” 

Diane Parker is a retired Dental Hygienist who moved to Myrtle Beach from 
Raleigh, NC, in 2004 where she was a member of Grace Community Church. 
While a member there, she served as an elder and was actively involved in 
Mission Trips to Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, and Belarus. Since moving to Myrtle 
Beach, she has prepared and served dinners at New Directions Men's Shelter 
and is presently serving on the Missions Committee at FPC. She has been a 
Stephen Minister for 5 years and is presently a Stephen Leader, as well as a 
member of the Explorers Sunday School Class. Her hobbies are being outside 
enjoying nature, exercising, gardening, listening to music, and reading. What 
an honor to be nominated as Elder and to be a part of the exciting adventure 
and opportunity that FPC has in serving our community.  
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Elders    

Julie Schexnayder and her family are long time members of FPC, joining 
in 1996 when they moved to the area as a family of four! As their family 
grew, so did their involvement in the life of the church. Julie served as a 
deacon and then was ordained as an elder in 2003. In addition to her             
service to the church, Julie is a practicing physical therapist at Select  
Therapy, specializing in neurological diagnoses. She has also been an       
adjunct faculty member at Horry Georgetown Technical College for the 
past ten years. In addition to education, Julie has a heart for missions. Her 
prayer as she accepts the call to return to “active duty” is based on Psalms 
143:8. “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have 
put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I entrust my 
life.” 
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Deacons    

 
Michelle Capps has been a member of FPC for 26 years and has previously 
served on the Missions Committee and Youth Team. She is currently a member 
of the Joy Circle. Michelle has two daughters, Haley Kathryn and Emily. Both 
girls were baptized at FPC, attended the Growing Tree, and enjoyed all aspects 
of the youth program that FPC has offered. Michelle has enjoyed chaperoning 
several of the youth mission trips. She has appreciated watching her daughters 
benefit from a strong youth program where they were able to grow spiritually 
while having fun with their friends. Michelle is excited to serve in any area of 
the church where she can be of service. 
 
 
Pam R. Clifton has been a member of FPC since 1996. Pam has 2 children and 
4 grandchildren. She moved to Myrtle Beach to retire, but that really didn’t suit 
her.  She worked as a manufacturer’s representative and then decided that job 
created too much traveling. She found that being a realtor better suited her 
needs. She and Ken Ferrick married in 2012, and they both enjoy the               
Cornerstone Sunday School Class.  Pam was a Deacon about 10 years ago and 
enjoyed the challenge of keeping in touch with her flock. Her past church        
experience in Lynchburg, VA, involved being a choir member, Deacon, and    
Director/Teacher of the preschool. She retired at the beginning of the pandemic. 
Pam is excited to help with whatever her flock may need. “I would say I am a 
people person, and I never meet a stranger.” 
 

 

Angie Durrett is married to Mark, a retired Presbyterian minister, and has 
served as an Elder in previous congregations. She is a retired Special                     
Education teacher with 21 years service teaching autistic children. She & Mark 
raised three wonderful, tall sons together while serving in Spartanburg,              
Columbia & Sumter. Angie was awarded a lifetime membership by the                
Presbyterian Women of Eastminster PC in Columbia prior to their retiring to   
Little River in 2019. They both sing in the FPC Ensemble choir & deliver Meals 
on Wheels.  
 

Spencer Benton was baptized and raised in the First Presbyterian Church of   
Myrtle Beach.  After attending Clemson University and playing football for the 
Dallas Cowboys, Spencer returned home and started working for his family’s     
construction business. When Rev. Brearley moved to Myrtle Beach, Spencer 
met and married his daughter, Lauren. The two now have two boys that are also 
being raised in our church.  Spencer has been involved in the Church since his 
return, serving as a leader for the youth group and also serving on the             
Fellowship Committee.  His love for the Lord makes him greatly appreciative 
for the opportunity to serve as a Deacon of the church. “The church has offered 
my family and me the avenues to grow in our spiritual journey, and I am beyond                 
excited for the opportunity to serve as a Deacon with the main goal of sharing 
the good news that our Lord Jesus Christ provides.” 
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Deacons    

Virginia Earnest and her husband Ryan moved to Myrtle Beach in the sum-
mer of 2013 and felt right at home at First Presbyterian Church of Myrtle 
Beach. They joined FPC by Transfer of Letter from Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian 
Church in the fall of 2013. Virginia is a Pediatrician at Grand Strand             
Pediatrics. When at home she and Ryan love keeping busy with their 3 year old 
daughter Libby and 1 ½ year old daughter Margaret. Virginia has participated 
with FPC’s Street Reach Outreach Program in the past and has been a member 
of the Esther Circle. She views the role of Deacon as both challenging and   
rewarding, and she is looking forward to putting her faith into action by serving 
the church and making new relationships with her church family. 
 

 

Carolyn Ellis and her husband Cliff have been members of this church since 
soon after they moved here in 2007 when Cliff became the men’s head         
basketball coach at Coastal Carolina University. Carolyn has served as an    
Elder, usher, and participant/facilitator in the Explorers Sunday school class. A 
retired English teacher, she sees compassionate communication as critical to 
her connection to God and to others. Carolyn appreciates the opportunity to 
serve as Deacon in this wonderful church “Where Love Makes a Difference.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Holly Glover is a native of Bennettsville, SC, and moved to Myrtle Beach in 
2014 to practice dermatology at Grand Strand Dermatology. Her husband, Dr. 
Andrew Glover, is a native of Myrtle Beach and works as a hospitalist at Grand 
Strand Medical Center. They have two children, Addison and Ford, who both 
attended FPC Growing Tree. They joined FPC in 2017, and Holly looks for-
ward to becoming more active in her church and in her community.  
 
 
 
 
 
A proud WV native and life-long Presbyterian, Bob Gordon and his wife    
Cindy moved to Myrtle Beach and became FPC members in 1999.  They have 
2 children, 2 grandchildren and 1 on the way. Bob is a retired teacher/coach, 
who enjoys spending time with his family, playing golf with friends, reading 
and dancing. He has been involved in The Growing Families/Growing in Faith 
Sunday School Classes, Men's Bible Study Groups, mission trips and has 
served on the Youth Advisory and Nominating Committees.  In Easley,  Bob 
served on the Pastor Nominating Committee and as a Deacon and Elder. Bob 
says,” After a tough year for so many of us, I feel this is a special opportunity 
to serve others in our church." 
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Deacons    

 
 

 
 

A North Carolina native, Gini Ingram and her family have been members of 
First Presbyterian Church for over twenty years. Her passion is worshipping 
through music. When not in the Chancel Choir loft, she is most often found in 
the church kitchen, “feeding the multitudes,” whether it be Presbyterian     
Women luncheons, New Member luncheons, Beach Castle mission group 
meals, Snowbird luncheons, the Spring Surge or Youth Kick-off dinners.  She 
received the 2019 Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life Award, is a member of 
the Abigail Circle, FPC Women’s Coordinating Team, and the Remembrance 
Team.  She is also a Pew Angel and silver polisher. Gini sees being a Deacon 
as an opportunity to serve others in our congregation and the community by     
staying connected to one another.  

In 2013, Kimberly Griffith and her husband Rick moved south to start a new 
life near the ocean.  She says, "After a dear neighbor invited us to her church 
and we experienced such a warm and inviting welcome, we never looked 
back. First Presbyterian Church of Myrtle Beach became our church          
family."  After 30 years in aerospace and credit union marketing, Kimberly 
retired to focus on family and community. She is a past Deacon, leader of 
Deborah Circle, and member on the Coordinating Team of the Presbyterian 
Women. Kimberly crochets prayer shawls, and volunteers for activities at the 
church like Vacation Bible School, Operation Christmas, Super Senior   
Luncheon and others. According to Kimberly, taking advantage of all the 
wonderful opportunities at FPC has helped her grow spiritually and recognize 
that God has a definite plan for her. She says, "I'm so honored to be a       
Shepherd Deacon, and I look forward to continuing to serve our church and 
the community." 

Jennifer Hills was born and raised in Myrtle Beach and has been a member of 
the church most of her life.  She was confirmed in the church and is the       
daughter of Jim and Carolyn Hills and the granddaughter of the late Tom and 
Peg Hills.  She and her husband Craig Stegner have two children who attend 
the Growing Tree.  Jennifer has previously been a member of the Chancel 
Choir, as well as the Chorister Choir.  She has enjoyed growing up in the 
church and is looking forward to following the example set by her                         
grandparents in continuing to serve the church as best she can.  

Donald C. Hovis Jr, has been a member of First Presbyterian Church since his 
youth. Donald grew up next to former Minister, Rev. Bobby Wilkes, in Myrtle 
Beach. Donald's favorite things to do are photography, golf at Pine Lakes, and 
giving back to his local community volunteering with several local                    
non-profits. Donald's passion for service inside and outside of the church                   
started back in his Youth Group days going on FPC Mission Trips to Bristol, 
TN, Gary, WV, Reynoso, Mexico and Mandeville, Jamaica. Donald is excited 
to continue serving the church family in his role as Deacon and                      
reconnecting with the Youth Programs. “Serving as Deacon will give me a new 
opportunity to help our church outside of the weekly service.”  
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Deacons    

 
Jack Jones and his wife Beverly moved from northeast PA to Myrtle Beach 5 
years ago, and he is pleased that they joined the FPC family. He feels honored 
and blessed to serve as an FPC Deacon. His work history, after serving 4 years 
in the Air Force, includes owning his own plumbing business and being Direc-
tor of Physical Plant at a private college. After a short “retirement” he took the   
position of Sexton at his home church in Perry, FL, for 7 years. Jack is an artist 
and spends time in his studio and enjoys cooking. He is a member of the MB 
Lions club, has been on a cook team for New Directions, delivered Monday 
flowers and participated with the Love Boat campaign & Bible Study.   
 
 
 

 
 
Hop Meeler moved to the Grand Strand 15 years ago. He was originally a 
member of Belin Methodist Church in Murrells Inlet before moving to Myrtle 
Beach where he joined FPC. Hop was born and raised in South Boston, VA, 
and graduated from Virginia Tech. He has two daughters and five                          
grandchildren. As a result of Hop’s career as a Manufacturing Executive with 
several companies, he has served on the Boards and Committees of Methodist 
Churches in New York and Ohio, and he was an Elder at a Presbyterian Church 
in Tennessee. Hop has enjoyed his time on the FPC Fellowship Team. He is 
very honored to have the opportunity to further use his energy and experiences 
to serve as a Deacon at FPC.  
 
  
 
 
BOB MIDDLETON and his wife Jeanine moved to Myrtle Beach from     
Connecticut in October of 2017.  They left behind 5 combined children and 8 
grandchildren, so they make trips back home to visit whenever they can.  Bob 
and Jeanine are both realtors.  “Two visits to First Presbyterian and we knew 

we had found our new church home.  It was such a welcoming experience from 
the first day.  We were introduced to the Cornerstone Sunday School Class and 
have made such great friends.”  Bob looks forward serving as a Deacon and 
helping at their new church in whatever ways he can. 

 

Penny Martin and her husband, Hugh, have been members of  FPC since     
January of 1984.  Hugh served as an Elder for several years, and this is Penny’s 
second term as a Deacon.  She is honored to have been chosen to serve 
again.  Penny worked at the church for a few years in the late 80’s to coordinate 
the volunteer program and was in the Handbell Choir for quite a few 
years.  She has been involved in several of the volunteer activities over the 
years and is happy that this opportunity will “jump start” her service to 
FPC.  She has watched FPC grow from 500 members to 1400 or so and has 
been inspired by both Bobby Wilkes and John Brearley for their untiring      
dedication to FPC.   
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Paul Niles was a Design Engineer for an Aerospace Company and retired in 
1995. After spending twenty winters in Myrtle Beach, Paul and Judy decided to 
make this their permanent home and moved here in 2016. In their former home 
he was active in the Presbyterian Church serving as an Elder for thirteen years. 
He also was active within the community serving on the Village Board of    
Trustees for thirteen years and as a Fire Commissioner for ten years. Paul is 
very honored to be asked to serve as a Deacon in this church “Where Love 
Makes The Difference.” 

Doris Sell and her husband Jon moved to Myrtle Beach from Herndon, VA, in 
2007, soon after their retirement. She was looking for a place to share her love 
of teaching, while enjoying the work of the women of the church and the     
fellowship of a knitting group.  She is a member of the Kitchen and Adult 
Christian Education committees, Prayer Team Ministry, and Remembrance 
Team.  She is a past FPC Moderator of the Presbyterian Women  Doris                   
continues to enjoy being a member of Abigail Circle and the Theophilus Class. 
She has been so blessed to be a part of FPC where she can see love making a 
difference in members lives. Therefore, she would like to continue to give back 
to others that which she has received.  

 
Jim Powell and his wife Mary Kate have been members of FPC for over 15 
years. Their children, Jack and Riley, have been involved in the children’s and 
youth programs over the years, and Mary Kate has previously served the 
church as an Elder. Jim is a native of Loris, SC, and a Clemson graduate who 
has  practiced as an attorney for 21 years in Myrtle Beach. He is “excited to 
have the opportunity to give back the church which has provided so much to 
his family over the years.” 

 
Tom Nace is so pleased to be asked to serve as a Deacon for the second time. 
The first term was quite rewarding, and he looks to build from that first                         
experience.  Tom and his wife, Lenore,  moved from New Jersey to Myrtle 
Beach in 2010 and found FPC within a few days.  Tom is retired from Verizon 
and also is a retired volunteer fire chief. After moving here, Tom spent 7 years 
volunteering for the Red Cross.  
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Robby Warner and his wife, Amy, joined FPC soon after they were married in 

1988. They raised their two children with a lot of help from the FPC                        

Community. Robby has a land surveying company in Myrtle Beach.  Over the 

years, he has been active in youth ministry, various committees, mission teams 

and the Early Sabbath Band. He notes, “FPC is my home. I look forward to 

serving as Deacon.” 

 
 
 



 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, Monday-Thursday; 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Friday  

  PO Box 70127  Myrtle Beach, SC 29572  (843) 448-4496 

www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org,  

 

Sunday Worship:  

8:30 & 11:00 AM Traditional 

9:00 AM The Gathering 

Thursday Early Sabbath: 6:00 PM  Wilkes Hall 

 

3810 Robert Grissom Parkway 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

 

 

 

Become a fan on our FACEBOOK page 
Go to our Facebook page ‘First Presbyterian’ Church 

Myrtle Beach” and hit the “LIKE” button 

http://www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org

