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John
Dear FPC  Family,
       As I retire from active service this week my mind is flooded with memories 
of the last 71/2 years and bursting with all kinds of little “notes” for you! Notes that 
say “thank you” so much for your kindness and friendship, and heartfelt notes 
of gratitude to this church for giving a second career minister another “call” to 
serve God. Other “notes” are emotional and don’t need words to explain them, like 
looking at smiling eyes while I led worship, encouraging looks during sermons, and 
good hearty laughs shared in the narthex. Oh, and I cannot forget all the generous 
HUGS! shared whenever we could do it.

     The wisdom of God always prevails if we but look for it, and so God has winked and said it’s time for 
retirement. Now, I’m headed for new adventures and time with family, while visiting parts of this great country 
of ours. However, wherever I go and whatever I’m doing I’ll always be glad to get back home to worship with 
you in this church I love.

With love for our Savior and the peace he provides,  Judy

H O L D  T H AT  T H O U G H T  |  PHRASES FOR THE PANDEMIC

I have to smile every time I hear someone use the words, “post pandemic.”  In one sense that phrase is true.  To this 
point we have endured a year and a half of COVID-19.  Isn’t that hard to believe?!  Or perhaps calling the pandemic 
“post” is a version of wishful thinking.  Oh how we long for this virus to be a thing of the past!  But the numbers do not 
lie—record cases of the illness are being recorded by this super-contagious delta variant; hospitals in many places have 
reached or exceeded capacity; school districts are experiencing hundreds of students being out for illness or isolation; 
those who are not vaccinated, especially among the younger generations, are currently at greater risk.  Still, our hope is 
that this variant will run its course in the near future, assisted by the precautions we have in place.  That is our prayer, 
as well.

But there is another phrase that I prefer, one I have found myself using more and more, to describe our approach to 
this on-going pandemic.  At a recent meeting of the COVID-19 Task Force (for which I am eternally grateful!), we 
were discussing how the church can handle this complex challenge.  Our expressed goal is to keep worship services 
and small groups meeting in person as long as possible, using masks and spacing appropriately for the sake of all 
concerned.  Or, to state the goal differently, we are trying to avoid retreating to being a virtual congregation, again.  
“Yes,” I said to the Task Force, “ we are simply trying to muddle through.”  One team member, a Professor of English, 
proceeded to pull up this definition of “muddle through”—(and I paraphrase) “to push past current conditions, 
even when they appear to be chaotic, in hopes of reaching a more favorable outcome.” Exactly, we all agreed!

So how do we muddle through?  Continue to pray for wisdom that allows us to move forward during this pandemic 
days.  Continue to use all safety precautions available to lower the risk of spreading the virus.  Continue to encourage 
all eligible persons to be vaccinated as soon as possible.  Continue to be sensitive and supportive of persons who may 
take added measures of caution.  Continue to use our online streaming options until you are more comfortable returning 
in person.  In short, continue to carry on as best we can until we reach a better day.

One last word is important as we approach our annual stewardship emphasis season.   Each fall we take some time 
to reflect upon God’s grace in our lives, and to respond with gratitude.  Each of us is asked to consider prayerfully 
the appropriate response to make.  For all of us the answer is one of generosity for the abundant blessings we have 
received.  Once again, for obvious reasons, our Love Boat will sail virtually this year.  When it arrives online in 
mid October, please consider your pledge to the mission of our church.  And continue to give thanks for the vibrant 
ministry we share together!

Peace, 



Share a beautiful, bonding experience with your 
sisters – in – Christ.  Our annual Women’s Retreat is 
scheduled for October 15-17 at Camp Rockfish in 
Parkton, NC (Fayetteville). Your weekend begins 
with dinner on Friday evening, and concludes with 
breakfast and worship on Sunday.

Make new friends ….. Renew old friendships …. 
And create lasting memories. A planned agenda, 
along with lots of free time, combine to equip you 
with take away blessings that will last a long time. 
Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, start your creative 
imaginations flowing with arts and crafts, join in a 
variety of different games …..  or just enjoy a rocking 
chair on the porch with coffee and a friend.

The price of  $175.00 gives you 5 delicious (seriously!) 
meals, a “shared room with roommate,” lots of
snacks (S’mores over campfire), and all the 
friendships your heart can hold.  If you prefer a single, 
non-sharing room, the cost is $295.00.  There are 
currently a few “early bird registration” slots available 
which gives you a $50.00 discount. A scholarship is 
also available (whole or in part).  If you are feeling 
God’s nudge to help another, you may donate to the 
scholarship fund (any amount is appreciated).  Don’t 
have transportation?  That is not a problem, we will 
arrange that for you.  Don’t forget to invite family & 
friends.  They are welcome, too!

Register online to reserve your weekend with friends.  
We are waiting to welcome YOU!

BY JOANN JUNK 

Questions? Please contact the following:

Rev. Christa Brewer (843) 448-4496   Beverly Jones  (570) 899-1828
Jo Ann Junk  (703) 298-7786   Ellie McCue   (843) 448-4203
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FPC is currently using Sign Up Genius to schedule volunteers to serve in the following areas:
• ushers for all services
• acolytes and youth liturgists 
• pew angels 
• Early Sabbath hospitality

Sign Up Genius is a website that allows you to choose the date on which you are available 
to serve. If you or a member of your family would like to serve in one of these areas, please 
contact LuAnne Martini at 843-448-4496.  She needs your current email address. When you 
receive the Sign Up Genius via email every month, you will then follow the instructions to sign 
up on the date you are able and willing to serve. In the near future we hope to add more Sign up 
Genius’ so that all members can have the opportunity to serve in our community of faith when 
they feel called to do so. 



THORNWELL
UPDATE ON OUR MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP

We are pleased to announce that our ministry partnership

with Thornwell is underway. On July 19th, we welcomed

Alisa Groves to First Presbyterian Church as Thornwell’s

Foster Care Family Specialist. Alisa’s office is on the first

floor of the educational wing of the church, and was

beautifully furnished in honor of Sam and Betty Bookhart

by their children.

Alisa is a social worker with both Bachelor’s and Master’s

degrees in Social Work, and an associate’s degree in

Early Childhood Education. She has experience as a

preschool teacher, and has worked with non-profit

organizations and with families of young children in Head

Start, Help Me Grow, and Early Intervention programs. 

 She has worked with youth and adolescents, and has

served children affected by trauma. Most recently she has

been a mental health therapist in Horry County, and has

extensive knowledge of youth being raised in kinship

care, generational poverty, at-risk neighborhoods, and

trauma.

Originally from Southeast Texas, Alisa learned early in life

about the importance of community support for families

and about the value of giving back to our communities.

She lived and worked in Ohio for about 30 years before

moving to South Carolina in 2018. She has four children

and three grandchildren. And when you speak with her,

you sense her passion for engaging families and working

in the community to make life better for children. 

Alisa would welcome the opportunity to speak with

families or groups in the church about becoming foster

parents and the training Thornwell offers.

Thornwell is now in the process of seeking the person

who will be the Family Specialist for the Building Families

program located in Myrtle Beach. We’ll keep the church

family posted as that position is filled.

Rev. Charles D. Elliott



leg·a·cy
FIRST

After much planning, our First Legacy emphasis launched in March, 2020. The purpose is to
invite and encourage members and friends of First Presbyterian Church to provide a gift,
small or large, to support the life and work of the church after we’re gone. A legacy gift can
be made in many different ways. But regardless of how it is done, it will make an important
statement about our faith as donors and as Christians.

In planning a gift through your will, or through a trust, or by making the church the
beneficiary of some personal asset, you affirm your belief that we are not the ultimate
owners of anything. We are only stewards. We are God-appointed guardians of what God
entrusts to us to use for our lifetimes, then to pass along to the next generation. The good
news is that many kinds of legacy gifts provide immediate benefits to donors while we are
still living, in addition to offering a way to honor or remember a loved one in perpetuity.

All such gifts are important. Some may be designated for the Endowment, with earnings to
be used to support mission and community outreach. Others may provide for a reserve fund
for long-term upkeep of facilities, or to repair storm damage not covered by insurance. You
might consider a gift for the design and construction of a Youth Center, or perhaps for a
Chapel to host smaller services. 

We invite you to become a member of our First Legacy Society, those who have provided for
legacy gifts to the church. For more information, contact Bob Lane or Charles Elliott through
the Church Office. While we do not provide legal or tax advice, we can refer you to trusted
advisers who will. We look forward to speaking with you.  



C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
THE WAY 
Returns Wednesday, September 8th from 3:45 to 5:15 PM
Register your K-5th grade children for The Way via the church app or website  
https://www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org/fpceventregistration/
At The Way, children will rotate through activity stations including Bible story, 
Music/choir and Recreation.

CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS
Ringerific Handbells - Begins Wednesday September 8th 
Children 3rd grade and above (including youth and parents) are invited to join this 
beginner handbell choir. This group will meet following The Way from 5:15 to 5:45 PM.

FPC Weekly Studies
DAY CLASS TIME LOCATION CONTACT

THURSDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Old Testament 
201: Kings 1

Cornerstone

Sister’s Bible 
Study

Young Men’s 
Bible Study

Loosely  
Lectionary  
Bible Study

Explorers

Theophilus

4:30 PM

10:00 AM

2:00 PM 

7:30 PM 
(1st & 3rd)

12:00 PM 

10:00 AM 

10:00 AM

Library 
& Zoom

A205

Library

Various

Zoom

A204

A104

Rev. Christa 
Brewer

Marsha Lawson, 
Rod &  

Karen Madert

Audrey Bruner

Rev. Nathan See

Rev. Dr. John 
C. Brearley

Harry & Ann 
Campbell

Wayne Gray

Searching for
Answers

4:30 PM Kirk Room Audrey Bruner



LEARN.
GROW.
SERVE.
BY  BECOMING  A  STEPHEN  MINISTER

Would you like to be part of a ministry that gives
people care and support when they need it most –
while making a difference in your own life? 
Consider becoming a Stephen Minister!

There are times when every one of us experiences
difficulties. God never intended for us to go through
these experiences alone. Stephen Ministers are
members of our congregation who provide a one-to-
one caring ministry to people experiencing grief,
loneliness, divorce, job loss, discouragement, terminal
illness, aging, birth, adoption, miscarriage, or infertility,
relocation, recovery after an accident or disaster,
hospitalization, and many other life challenges.

As a Stephen Minister you will be equipped to provide
a very high level of care. After your 50 hour training,
you will be matched with someone in need of care-
men are matched with men and women with women.
You’ll meet with that person 1 hour a week to listen,
care, pray, encourage and reflect Christ’s presence in
his or her life. Stephen Ministry is life changing for both
the care receiver and the Stephen Minister. As an
added bonus, your Stephen Ministry skills can
enhance relationships in other areas of your life.

 A new class will be starting in January. Deadline for
sign up is October 31st. If you are interested and
would like to learn more about Stephen Ministry,
please contact Rev. Christa Brewer for an application. 

N O M A D I C   |   2 4

B Y  D I A N E  P A R K E R

YO U T H  M I N I S T R Y
Greetings all and hope this finds you well.  Things are rocking and rolling in the life of 
our youth here at FPC and beyond.  Our recent high school graduates are moving into 
their new dorms and starting their lives as freshman while Horry County schools are 
back in person, buses are running, and car lines are long.  Prayers for all that every week 
gets a little more comfortable and easier to navigate.

We’re excited to start things back here on campus at FPC!  Sunday school started August 
29th where we offer middle and high school classes.  Confirmation will start towards the 
end of September, and we’ll offer this special class to current 8th graders as well as 9th graders since we did not offer 
Confirmation last year due to Covid complications.  

We are having our Back-2-School Bash on September 4th from 3:00 - 6:00 PM at Myrtle Waves.  This is a joint middle 
and high school event.  Sign-ups are on-line.

Finally, The Wave youth group will start back on September 12th!  Middle school will meet at 5:30-6:45 PM and high 
school will gather from 7:00-8:15 PM.  Our theme this year, chosen by our Senior class, is My Lighthouse and we’ll 
discuss how we can “let our light shine” so those around us can see and feel God’s love for us all.   Blessings to all and 
keep the faith! - Jonathan Roberts
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NORMAL FPC WEEKS

SUNDAYS
8:30 AM  Traditional Worship
9:00 AM  The Gathering Worship
10:00 AM  Sunday School Hour
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship
 
MONDAYS 
5:30 PM  Worship Band Rehearsal

TUESDAYS
10:00 AM  Weekly Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAYS
12:00 PM  Lectionary Study
2:00 PM  Sisters Bible Study
3:45 PM  The Way
6:45 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAYS
4:30 PM  Old Testament 201 Study
6:00 PM  Early Sabbath Worship

SPECIAL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

SEPTEMBER
September 2 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast 
September 7 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
  8:30 AM  Growing Tree Orientation
September 8 8:30 AM  Growing Tree School Year Starts
September 14 6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
September 16 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
  11:00 AM  Book Club
September 20 9:00 AM  Growing Tree Parent’s Meeting
  10:30 AM  Alzheimer Support Group
September 21 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
September 27 5:30 PM  Session Meeting
September 30 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast

OCTOBER
October 5 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 6 5:15 PM  Family Fellowship Pizza Dinner
October 7 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 12 6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
October 14 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
October 18  10:30 AM  Alzheimer Support Group
October 19 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 24 5:00 PM  Trunk-or-Treat
October 25 5:30 AM  Session Meeting
October 28 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
October 31 All Services Heritage SundayOur Church Calendar can be also found 

on our website or the ChurchLife App.
www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org

CALENDAR 
SEPTEMBER // OCTOBER



SPECIAL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

SEPTEMBER
September 2 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast 
September 7 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
  8:30 AM  Growing Tree Orientation
September 8 8:30 AM  Growing Tree School Year Starts
September 14 6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
September 16 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
  11:00 AM  Book Club
September 20 9:00 AM  Growing Tree Parent’s Meeting
  10:30 AM  Alzheimer Support Group
September 21 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
September 27 5:30 PM  Session Meeting
September 30 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast

OCTOBER
October 5 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 6 5:15 PM  Family Fellowship Pizza Dinner
October 7 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 12 6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
October 14 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
October 18  10:30 AM  Alzheimer Support Group
October 19 7:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast
October 24 5:00 PM  Trunk-or-Treat
October 25 5:30 AM  Session Meeting
October 28 9:15 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
October 31 All Services Heritage Sunday

FPC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MORE INFORMATION TO KEEP YOU UP-TO-DATE

We are excited to welcome and talk with 
new members! If you have a person or 
family interested in joining FPC, please 
contact Rev. Lamar Helms and he would 
love to talk! EMAIL: lhelms@mbfpc.com

We invite you to remember to wear your 
name badges during worship services. It’s 
a great way to meet new people and learn 
about the members of our church!

Need a name badge? Contact LuAnne 
Martini in our office: 843.448.4496

for reading our monthly magazine! 

The Love Boat will be setting sail soon! 
Be sure to check our website and social 
media! Want more information?  
Contact Kathleen Wilder at 843.448.4496!

Children’s Sunday School will return 
Sunday August 29th during the 

education hour from 10:00  - 10:55 AM. 
We hope you join us! 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.MYRTLEBEACHPRESBYTERIANCHURCH.ORG. 

NICHES FOR SALE

Interested in purchasing a niche in our 
new Columbarium Project? Our first 
set of niches are for sale now. If you’d 
like more information, please visit our 
website or stop by the office to pick up a 
packet of information. We are happy to 
help so please call with any questions.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31

CHILDREN’S  
SUNDAY
SCHOOL

This year our Heritage Sunday Celebration will be held on Sunday, October 
31st! We are always in need of volunteers to help carry our 92 Tartan Banners 
down the aisle. If you would like to participate at either the 9:00 or 11:00 AM 

service on that day, please give Sandra Adams (843-450-2318) 
or Betty Singleton (843-449-5006) a call.

FPC CONCERTS

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

FPC NAME
BADGES

THANK YOU

LOVE BOATFRIDAY NIGHTS IN 2022

We have 5 concerts in the 2022 FPC 
Concert Series! Tickets will be on sale 
soon but you won’t want to miss our 

artists this year:

Mackenzie Melemed, piano 
The Best of Broadway
Randal Doosby, violin

Brass Roots Trio
Duke Kim, opera tenor



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 70127 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572 -0127
 

Address Service Requested

WWW.MYRTLEBEACHPRESBYTERIANCHURCH.ORG | 843.448.4496 

3810 ROBERT GRISSOM PARKWAY, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29577 

ALL MAIL: PO BOX 70127, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572

Office Hours: M-TH | 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM,  F | 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Want to submit or write for us? Please contact Bree Eggleston at bmoore@mbfpc.com. All submissions are due by the 15th of each month.


