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the elliott insider
THORNWELL MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP

FPC FIRST LEGACY

 We continue to be grateful for the privilege of 
being a partner with Thornwell in recruiting, training, 
licensing, and supporting Foster Families in Horry 
County and in working with families to build on their 
inherent strengths to help ensure healthy relationships.  
Alisa Groves is the Foster Care Specialist, working 
to address the critical need for foster families in 
Horry County.  Katlyn Pascale, the Building Families 
Specialist, offers a family support program in the 
convenience of a family’s home to improve children’s 
behavior and reduce the stress parents often feel.  Their 
offices are located in our church, and they are having 
a significant impact in the life of the community.

 There are several ways members of the 
congregation can provide help and support for this 
ministry in addition to financial support.  These 
include offering to provide childcare during parenting 
classes or support group meetings; preparing meals for 

 For more than two years, our First Legacy 
Committee has encouraged members and friends 
of First Presbyterian Church to make an important 
statement of Christian faith and stewardship by 
ensuring that you have an estate plan and by making a 
provision in your plan for a gift to the church. You can 
have a significant impact on the life of the church or 
on some ministry of the church that you have valued 
and supported through your lifetime. 

 It is important for all of us to manage our 
assets not only for our lifetimes, but for the future as 
well.  An estate plan is a written description of how we 
want to protect and preserve our assets now, as well as 
how we want to have them managed and distributed 
upon our death.  For some of us, a basic will is 
enough.  But for many of us, our estate plans should 
include directives regarding guardians for dependent 
children; power of attorney for our finances if we 
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foster family events or community parenting classes; 
helping foster families with school supplies or diapers 
or household supplies; hosting “fun day” events for 
foster families at area theme parks or providing 
holiday support at Thanksgiving and Christmas; 
sponsoring children to attend VBS or summer camp 
programs at the church; serve as a mentor/tutor to a 
foster child; or become licensed to provide short-term 
respite care for a weekend.

 You may also be able to put Alisa and Katlyn 
in touch with educators and medical professionals 
who can make referrals of families who would benefit 
from the services they provide.  Perhaps you can 
provide a speaking opportunity for them at a local 
social or civic club.   They are eager to talk with you 
and to share information on the ministry they can 
provide.  Contact them through the church office.

should become incapacitated; and a healthcare proxy 
assigning responsibility for medical decisions on our 
behalf, if necessary.  A living will, stating our wishes 
regarding life support, can spare loved ones from 
having to make a difficult decision.  There are also 
financial and tax considerations in estate planning, 
and a qualified financial or legal advisor should be 
consulted for details about these matters.  

 There are many ways to provide a charitable 
gift through your estate plan.  Our First Legacy 
Committee will be grateful for the opportunity to speak 
with you and to share the names of trusted advisors 
who have offered to make their services available to 
church members.  We hope you will contact one of 
us if we can be of assistance to you.  Our committee 
members are:    Bob Lane, Laura Smith, Jennifer Hills, 
Lee Cummings, Gary Pell, Michael Clayton, Charles 
Elliott, and John Brearley.

Our Ministry Partnership with Thornwell in Foster Care and Building Families
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Grand Strand Music Festival at FPC

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6 | 7:00 PM SUNDAY, JULY 10 | 4:00 PM MONDAY, JULY 11 | 7:00 PM

FPC
 Children

PLAYGROUND AND POPSICLES!
Children and their parents are invited to come 
to the playground between worship services 
for a fellowship hour from 10:00 to 10:45 AM.

We will serve popsicles and the playground will 
be open for play! We will do this every Sunday 

for the summer months!

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP AFTERNOON AT FPC!
Sunday, July 10 | 2:30 - 4:00 PM 

FPC Playground
Children and their families are invited to join us 

for free ice cream treats and games.
Playground will be open for play!

VBS THANK YOU!
Our VBS Food Truck Party was a huge success!
We were so blessed by adults and youth who 
shared their time with our young disciples by 
serving as group guides and station leaders!
Thank you to all who served as a volunteer 

for VBS this year. Through your hard work and 
efforts, the children in our community of faith 
were able to grow in their understanding of 

faith!

- Macy Cottom 
Director of Children’s Ministries

Tickets are available at www.VarmaInternational.com  
Use Coupon Code MBFPC50 for 50% off FPC Performances.



Fpc Youth
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 July brings with it two amazing trips for our Youth program. Our 
middle schoolers travel to Spindale, NC from July 10-15 for our Middle 
School Mission trip while our high schoolers travel to Montreat from July 
24-30. We cannot wait to jump in our rental vans and head out for fun and 
fellowship! Pray for travel mercies for both of these trips.

 June offered a life-changing opportunity for our high schoolers 
as we travelled (finally - after trying for the past few years!) on our High 
School Mission trip to Marsh Harbour, Bahamas! It was a blessing to work 
alongside FPC friends Gabe and Jan Swing and the Bahamas Youth Network 
during the week of our trip. We were fortunate to help lead worship at Gabe’s 
church, Kirk of the Pines, on our first morning in Marsh Harbour.  Later in 
the afternoon, we delivered boxes of cereal to various families as well as 
free much-needed tools to a nearby church and their members. As many of 
you know, Hurricane Dorian swept through and destroyed most homes in 
Marsh Harbour and many properties are still in dire need of improvements 
three years after the destruction. We spent our week helping restore a 
house for a family in need that Jan and Gabe had previously chosen. We 
cleaned out and renovate three bedrooms as well as installed a working 
toilet, sink, and shower for a family of two adults and four young kids. The 
young girls in the family ran outside with pure joy each morning upon our 
arrival as we interacted with them during our break time working on their 
home. Other highlights from the week were helping with a soccer clinic on 
Monday afternoon and taking part on Wednesday when they held their final 
Youth event of the summer. There were seventy-five youth at the church that 
evening! What an accomplishment to Jan and Gabe and their entire staff! 
Through tears and numerous hugs on Friday morning, we said goodbye to 
our new friends and celebrated making their house into a home. 

 Our goal for this trip was to be the hands and feet of Christ to those 
we encountered on our journey from Myrtle to Abaco. Each youth who went 
on this trip did just that. I could not be any prouder of the way our youth 
carried themselves in some pretty rough conditions while always offering a 
smile, hug, and encouragement to all. I’m reminded of Paul’s words from 
1 Timothy, “let no one despise you for your youth, 
but set the believers an example of speech, conduct, 
love, faith, and purity.” Our youth left Abaco with 
a different outlook on how to acknowledge true 
happiness. When you ask the good people of the 
Bahamas how they’re doing after the horrendous 
storm of Hurricane Dorian, they say repeatedly 
“Thank God for life.” They inspired us to strengthen 
our relationship with God and we hope we left them 
with a renewed vision of hope through the light and 
love shown from our Youth. Thank you FPC for 
continuing to support our Youth program so trips 
like this and life changing experiences can happen!

- JONATHAN ROBERTS
FPC Youth Director



Rev. Christa Brewer
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 In John’s letter about his sabbatical earlier this year, he beautifully explained the history behind 
and the purpose of pastors taking a sabbatical leave after seven years of full-time ministry to a church.  
John’s sabbatical was originally scheduled for 2020, and mine was originally scheduled for 2022.  Due 
to the pandemic, John’s sabbatical was postponed to 2022, and the personnel committee and session 
graciously agreed to let both of us take sabbatical 2022, provided that we did not overlap for more 
than a few weeks.  John is currently taking his sabbatical during the summer, just as he had originally 
planned in 2020, so we shifted my plans from a summer sabbatical to an end of summer/fall sabbatical.  
My sabbatical dates are Monday, August 8 – Sunday, November 6.

 Pastors use their sabbaticals in various ways for personal and ministerial enrichment and rest.  
My sabbatical will include the following:

1. Investing quality time in my marriage.   
One difficult part about two pastors marrying each other, is that they cannot always live together right 
away when their calls are too far apart to live under the same roof.  Barrett is required to live in the 
church manse in Clarkton, NC, which is far too much of a commute for me.  As a result, while we 
talk to each other every day, we only get to see each other two days a week.  Barrett and I are looking 
forward to investing quality time in our marriage by living with each other for the vast majority of my 
sabbatical.

2. Investing in quality time with family.  
While I did make it out to California last year for about 10 days, and saw family in a quick whirlwind 
around the time of my wedding, I have had little or no quality time with certain members of my 
family since before the pandemic, and have only extremely briefly met my in-laws.  Barrett and I will 
take time for trips to see my sister’s family in Michigan and to see our parents, his brother’s family, 
and our extended families in Louisiana and California.

3. Pastoral renewal and enrichment.  
In late October, Barrett and I will attend a conference together in Montreat designed for pastoral 
leadership in the five Presbyteries of South Carolina (and a few other pastors from non-SC states!) 
and we will combine this with rest and renewal in a short excursion to the Asheville area.  Barrett has 
never seen the Appalachian Mountains in the fall.  He is in for a treat!

4. Doing my doctoral research and writing my dissertation.  
If I had to name the primary focus of my sabbatical time, it is this.  I have been working the last 
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year and a half on my literature review for my research project, and hope during my sabbatical to 
do my research and write the majority of my 100-page 6-chapter dissertation.  The working title 
of my dissertation is: “Discovering the Giftedness and Challenges Along the Pastoral Journeys of 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Pastors Living with Depression.”  I will be interviewing PCUSA pastors 
who were diagnosed with depression before or during their seminary years who have served in at 
least two pastoral calls and at least 10 total years in ordained ministry.  My goal in this research is to 
discover the gifts and challenges that pastors living with depression experience at various stages of 
their pastoral journeys and to use that information to make recommendations to Presbyteries about 
how to best work with pastors and candidates for pastoral ministry to help them bring out these gifts 
and to work with them on the challenges that they face.  I also hope that the research will be useful 
for pastors and congregations.  While I may not finish my dissertation while on sabbatical, I do hope 
that I will have completed the majority of the research and be well on the way to having it completely 
written.

 While these are the primary foci of my sabbatical time, I will also continue to participate in The 
North Myrtle Beach Community Band and Wilmington Symphonic Winds.  I will also be around the 
Myrtle Beach area some to take care of some major projects that need to be completed at my house.

 I am intending to honor my sabbatical as a true sabbatical and will be taking a full step back 
from my responsibilities at the church and in the Presbytery during this time.  In order to make this 
possible, I have been working diligently with all of my ministries since January to prepare for my time 
away.  Sometimes this has meant finding substitute leadership for certain ministries, sometimes this has 
meant doing more advanced planning than usual to help ministry leadership have a solid plan and vision 
for the fall before my departure, and sometimes this has meant me doing tasks that would normally be 
done in the fall earlier in the year so that things can continue to run smoothly.  The staff will be given a 
list of who to contact with questions that might normally go to me, so if you have any questions while 
I am away, do not hesitate to contact the church office to be pointed in a helpful direction.  While I will 
not be on the church campus or checking emails or voicemails during my time away, I will continue to 
hold you in prayer and ask that you hold me in prayer.  (Also, I will be around the Myrtle Beach area 
some, so if you see me at the grocery store or Home Depot or you come to one of my concerts, please 
do not feel that you have to avoid me!  I am happy to say ‘hello!’)  I have every confidence that upon 
my return to the office on Monday, November 7th, I will be full of energy and ready to go at full speed 
as we head quickly toward the Advent season.

 If you have any questions for me about my sabbatical before my departure, I would welcome 
conversation with you.

Blessings and peace, 

Christa



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
C I R C L E  I N F O R M A T I O N

 The Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian Church currently has six Circles. PW Circles offer 
a small group setting to give women of the church an opportunity to come together in fellowship, service 
and Bible study. Circles meet individually once a month, from September through May, at various times 
and locations, and all Circle members come together twice a year, once in December and once in May, for 
a meal and program. Here is a list of our six Circles, along with their meeting times and leaders. Please 
feel free to contact the leaders for more information about each Circle.

ABIGAIL CIRCLE
Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 10:00 AM in the Kirk Room of the Church
LEADER: Ruth Standley | 908-391-1260 | rstandley830@gmail.com
CO-LEADER: Carol Day | 919-949-6343 | carol.day511@gmail.com

DEBORAH CIRCLE
Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 11:00 AM at Eggs Up Grill, Litchfield
CO-LEADER: Alice Derouen | 843-455-0848 | asderouen@gmail.com
CO-LEADER: Kimberley Griffith | 302-335-5512 | kimbgriffith@aol.com

ESTHER CIRCLE
Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 PM in various locations
CO-LEADER: Sarah Benton | 843-333-8638 | sbenton812@gmail.com
CO-LEADER: Morgan See | 573-424-0063 | morgs20@hotmail.com

JOY CIRCLE
Meets the last Tuesday at 8:00 AM at the Island Vista Resort
CO-LEADER: Lisa Wallen | 843-457-8615 | lwallen39@gmail.com
CO-LEADER: Lissa Woodard | 843-902-1889 | lwoodard21@gmail.com

MARY MAGDALENE CIRCLE
Meets the 1st Thursday at 10:00 AM at the church 
LEADER: Susan Smith | 804-357-5808 | susanmb2016@gmail.com
CO-LEADER: Lauren Sweigart | 540-850-3957 | lbsweigart@verizon.com

SAMARITAN CIRCLE
Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 PM in member’s homes
CO-LEADER: Catherine Collins | 843-997-9769 | catherinecollins@yahoo.com
CO-LEADER: Katie Dierksheide | 843-450-6601 | ckjamp@gmail.com
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P lease  Join Us!



Bible Study
SISTERS BIBLE STUDY

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
C I R C L E  I N F O R M A T I O N
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Our Rally Day Ministry Fair is around the corner! Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
August 28. Come celebrate and get plugged in to FPC opportunities.

Sunday School Classes | Women’s Ministries | Choir/Handbells | Youth Programs
Men’s Breakfast Group | Bible Study Classes | Adult Fellowship Excursions 

---- and much more

The event will take place in the narthex and the first floor of the 
education wing from 10:00 to 10:45 AM.   

 Sisters Bible Study will start again in the fall 
on Tuesday, September 13 at 10:00 AM and will meet 
in the library. We will be studying Adam Hamilton’s 
Christianity and World Religions, Questions We Ask 
About Other Faiths, revised edition. Books can be 
ordered from LuAnne Martini in the church office.

For questions, please contact, Liz Adkins at 
260-437-4311 who is the leader for this study. 
Thank you.



NORMAL FPC WEEKS

SUNDAYS
8:30 AM  Traditional Worship
9:00 AM  The Gathering Worship
10:00 AM  Sunday School Hour
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship
 
MONDAYS
5:30 PM  Worship Band Rehearsal

TUESDAYS
10:00 AM  Weekly Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAYS
6:00 PM  Line Dancing
6:45 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAYS
4:30 PM  Old Testament 201 Study
4:30 PM  Another Piece of the Puzzle
6:00 PM  Early Sabbath Worship

SPECIAL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

JULY
July 4  All Day  FPC Office Closed for 4th of July
July 5  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
July 6  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
  7:00 PM  Muzika! - Billy Hunter
  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
July 10-16 All Day  Middle School Mission Trip
July 10  4:00 PM  Muzika! - Amy Shoremount
July 11-14 CAMP  Growing Tree: Born to Be Wild
July 11  7:00 PM  Muzika! - Stabat Mater
July 13  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
July 18  10:00 AM  Summer Book Club
July 19  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
July 20  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
July 21  9:00 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
July 24-30 All Day  High School Montreat Youth Conference
July 25-28 CAMP  Growing Tree: Rainbows Rock!
July 25  5:30 PM  Session Meeting
July 27  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
July 28  1:00 PM  Alzheimer’s Care Support Group

AUGUST
August 1  5:30 PM  Deacon Meeting
August 2  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
August 3  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
August 12 7:00 PM  Adult Fellowship: Pelican’s Game
August 15 10:00 AM  Summer Book Club
August 16 7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
  11:00 AM  Adult Fellowship: Pot Luck Lunch
August 17 5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
August 18 9:00 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
August 20 All Day  Jim Davis Golf Outing 
August 25 1:00 PM  Alzheimer’s Care Support Group
August 28 10:00 AM  Rally Day Ministry Fair
August 29 5:30 PM  Session Meeting

Our Church Calendar can be also found 
on our website or the ChurchLife App.
www.myrtlebeachpresbyterianchurch.org

CALENDAR 
JULY // AUGUST

8



SPECIAL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

JULY
July 4  All Day  FPC Office Closed for 4th of July
July 5  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
July 6  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
  7:00 PM  Muzika! - Billy Hunter
  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
July 10-16 All Day  Middle School Mission Trip
July 10  4:00 PM  Muzika! - Amy Shoremount
July 11-14 CAMP  Growing Tree: Born to Be Wild
July 11  7:00 PM  Muzika! - Stabat Mater
July 13  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
July 18  10:00 AM  Summer Book Club
July 19  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
July 20  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
July 21  9:00 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
July 24-30 All Day  High School Montreat Youth Conference
July 25-28 CAMP  Growing Tree: Rainbows Rock!
July 25  5:30 PM  Session Meeting
July 27  11:45 AM  Lunch & Learn
July 28  1:00 PM  Alzheimer’s Care Support Group

AUGUST
August 1  5:30 PM  Deacon Meeting
August 2  7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
August 3  5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
August 12 7:00 PM  Adult Fellowship: Pelican’s Game
August 15 10:00 AM  Summer Book Club
August 16 7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
  11:00 AM  Adult Fellowship: Pot Luck Lunch
August 17 5:30 PM  Stephen Ministry Supervision
August 18 9:00 AM  South Strand Men’s Breakfast
August 20 All Day  Jim Davis Golf Outing 
August 25 1:00 PM  Alzheimer’s Care Support Group
August 28 10:00 AM  Rally Day Ministry Fair
August 29 5:30 PM  Session Meeting

FPC ACTIVITIES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We are looking for volunteers to help make and deliver lunches 
for children during the summer. The hours needed are  

7:00 - 10:00 AM.

Our FPC Community Kitchen Week is July 25-29.  
We have various shifts for which we need volunteers.

If you can help, please reach out to  
Marianne McNally at 301.906.7979. Thank you!

FPC SUMMER BOOK CLUB

ADULT FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

MONDAY MORNING SCHOLARS 
FALL STUDY 
Rabbi Paul, by Bruce Chilton
Rev. Dr. Mark Durrett, facilitator
October 3 – November 14  
10:00 AM in the library
Join us for an enlightening study/
discussion of Chilton’s “compelling 
highly readable biography” of the Apostle 
Paul.“By illuminating Paul’s thoughts 
and contributions within the context of 
his time, Chilton restores him to his place 
as the founding architect of the Church 
and one of the most important figures in 
Western history.”
Please sign up for the class with LuAnne 
Martini at the FPC office. 843-448-4496

JULY 18
Before We Were Yours 

by Lisa Wingate

AUGUST 15
An Independent Woman in 

the Age of Revolution 
by Lorri Glover

Our discussions are at 10:00 AM in the Theophilus Room.  
Please register with LuAnne Martini at 843.448.4496.

JULY LUNCH & LEARN SERIES
Wednesdays from 11:45 AM - 1:15 PM

July 6: "It's More Than Just a Phone"

July 13: "Why Buy Cards When You Can Make Them"

July 20: "FPC Antiques Roadshow"

July 27: "Orchids 101"
 

$12 per person, lunch provided by Croissants 
Register on the church website or call the office.

POTLUCK LUNCH
Tuesday, August 16, 2022

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Bring your favorite salad, casserole, dessert, or 
signature dish for a time of fellowship and fun!

Drinks will be provided
GUEST SPEAKER: Ed Piotrowski 

"Hurricane Preparedness  
& General Weather Facts"

TAKE ME OUT TO 
THE BALLGAME

Friday, August 12, 2022 | 7:05 PM 
$20 per person (ticket only)  

- Lower Level Seats
"Fireworks Show After the game!"

Please register on our website, app or call by 
Monday, August 8.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 70127 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572 -0127
 

Address Service Requested

WWW.MYRTLEBEACHPRESBYTERIANCHURCH.ORG | 843.448.4496 

3810 ROBERT GRISSOM PARKWAY, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29577 

ALL MAIL: PO BOX 70127, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572

Office Hours: M-TH | 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM,  F | 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Want to submit or write for us? Please contact Bree Eggleston at bmoore@mbfpc.com. 


