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EVERYTHING BY
COMMITTEE
W henever Presbyterians have something 

important to be done, we elect a 
committee. It is one of the characteristics 
for which Presbyterians are known. 

We select a handful of people, and we appoint 
them with the task at hand. The process enables 
people with the appropriate skill set to accomplish 
something significant for the church. We have recently 
commissioned three such committees that serve as 
perfect examples: 
 
Centennial History Committee -  Our congregation 
worshiped for the first time on February 18, 1928. And 
so, our history as a church began. Which means, we 
will soon celebrate 95 years of mission and ministry 
in this community! For some time now, we have 
recognized the need to preserve and to promote our 
history. A few years ago, we conducted hour-long oral 
interviews of some of our long-standing members. 
During the move from the Kings Campus, we collected 
memorabilia (pictures, programs, newsletters, bulletins, 
etc.) for this purpose. We have asked our many of our 
members who have been here for a while to do the 
same. Of course, the church saves other documents 
(Session and Deacon records, bulletins, newsletters, 
and the like) that will be most helpful to this work. 
The goal of the committee is to organize this material, 
producing a published centennial history for our 
church. While many people will be consulted along 
the way, the team to organize this effort includes Ruth 
Gore, Sara Sobota, Julie Schexnayder, Chuck Stokes, 
Diane Stokes, and Bobby Wilkes. 
 
Current Building Committee - With the vision of 
an activities building on the near horizon, the Session 
recently appointed a team to build this facility. The 
committee is charged to create and construct a building 
that will house many of our activities. Every week 

we realize just how important this building will be in 
the life of our church. It will be used virtually every 
single day during the year! Our large youth group will 
use this space on nights and weekends. Our expanding 
children’s program will be active there in the mornings. 
Our senior adults will host programs and events there 
in the afternoon. This building, located behind the 
Growing Tree, will allow us to take our activities to 
another level. The Building Committee will plan this 
effort in detail. We will move forward once further 
funds are committed and construction costs have 
cooled down (Pray for these two elements to take place 
soon!). While many staff members will help shape this 
building, the team to build is Ty Anthony, Elizabeth 
Benton, Tammy Brearley, Charles Daniel, Frankie 
Dorman, Tim Icard, Bill Oliver, and Brian P’Pool. 
 
Part-time Property Assistant - As our buildings 
have expanded (and continue to do so), the need for 
an assistant to Dale Gallo becomes more and more 
obvious. The Property and Personnel Committees 
have teamed together to fill this position. Working 15-
20 hours a week, this person will assist the Property 
Manager-- cleaning the facilities, arranging tables 
and chairs, as well as opening and closing for smaller 
events. Some work on weekends is part of this job 
description. If you know of any interested and qualified 
candidates, please have them contact the church 
office. The team to select this person consists of Linda 
Balmer, Martin Bellamy, Craig Bremer, and Dale 
Gallo. 
 
All these committees will begin their work in earnest 
in early January. Pray for them to move us forward in 
these directions!  

Peace, John 

HOLD THAT THOUGHT
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Ready for Spring?
THE SPRING SURGE

“Ready for Spring” may seem like a strange question to be 
asking when we are still putting away the Christmas tree and 
getting ready for Valentine’s Day, but there is a reason to ask. 
For the past five months, the Spring Surge committee has 
been meeting to plan for the 2023 Spring Surge.  If you are 
not aware of this event, the Spring Surge is an annual event 
for all that is sponsored by women of First Presbyterian and 
First United Methodist Churches of Myrtle Beach.  Each year 
a local mission that is making a difference in our community is 
featured.  Besides learning about the mission, ways to help and 
strengthen the mission’s work are offered.

Before COVID, the event was held in person and was also 
a time of fellowship and learning.  During COVID, virtual 
events were held and for the Spring Surge 2023 the committee 
is excited to announce a hybrid event.  On Saturday, March 
25th, there will be an in person event to feature the missions 
of Thornwell and Epworth Children’s Home. Both of these 
missions have spent years providing love and healing to 
children and youth in crisis.  Residential homes have given 
many an opportunity for a better life.  Recently both Thornwell 
supported by the Presbyterian Church, and Epworth, supported 
by the United Methodist Church have taken a new direction.  
On March 25th from 9 to noon, representatives of both missions 
will share this exciting new direction and ways that we can help 
to make a difference in the lives of children, youth and families.

A week later, the message of these amazing missions will be 
found on both church’s websites so that the message can be 
shared with others in our community.

If you feel God’s call to help children, youth and families in our 
community, this is an event you will not want to miss.  Keep 
watching for additional information in the weeks to come, but 
circle Saturday, March 25th from 9:00 A.M, to noon on your 
2023 calendar for this year’s Spring Surge  and hear God’s call 
to make a difference in our community. 

Contact Georgiana Keller (wskeller7@gmail.com) for 
additional information.
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Choosing Joy!

The 2023 women’s retreat will take place April 21-23 at 
Rockfish Camp and Retreat Center, where we stay in the 
nice retreat accommodations provided at the center two-
hours from Myrtle Beach in Raeford, North Carolina.  
Our speaker this year is Rev. Ashley Cheek and our 
musician is our very own Denise Cromer.  Ashley’s 
theme and the theme for our retreat is “Choosing Joy.”  
Registration opens Thursday, January 12th.  If you 
register by February 12th, the cost is $195, and if you 
register between February 13th and April 1st, the cost 
of the retreat is $225.  A $75 non-refundable deposit is 
due at the time of registration, which you can do online 
or by filling out a registration form in the church office.

 Ashley was kind to write in her own words 
more about herself and the retreat theme.  Women of all 
ages will enjoy her, so come one and all and join us that 
weekend for this amazing opportunity!  We hope you 
will choose to join us!

Here is what Ashley has to say:
 I am excited and honored to be your Women’s 
Retreat leader this coming April. I look forward to 
getting to know each of you and seeing how God moves 
in our midst. The retreat will focus on choosing joy. 
Ten years ago, during a very challenging season in my 
family’s life, I began a practice of naming and claiming 
what I was grateful for. What began as a small practice 
completely changed my spirit and led me to discover a 
sense of joy that I did not have before. The retreat will 
help us to be intentional in choosing joy despite our 

circumstances. I trust and pray God will show up in 
mighty ways during our time together.

 A little bit about me - I am the pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church in Hartsville, SC. FPC is an 
inclusive and loving congregation, that I am honored 
to partner with in ministry. As a pastor, I am passionate 
about connectional ministry and believe that the church 
and community thrive when all of God’s children feel 
a sense of belonging and are empowered to use their 
God-given gifts to strengthen their community. I have 
been engaged in congregational ministry in some form 
for 13 years and everyday I am thankful for my call to 
ministry.

 While I love ministry, the most important thing 
to me is my family. My husband of almost 18 years, my 
three children (ages 15, 13, 11), and my menagerie of 
animals. They are who and what I focus on most, and 
they are what brings me great joy. On my free time you 
can find me out for a run, having a dance party with 
my family, or reading my favorite book series – Chief 
Inspector Gamache. One of my favorite quotes from 
this past year and one that has been my goal for 2022 
is from Shauna Niequist, “One of my goals is to be a 
person who is easily delighted… I want to live with an 
extremely low bar for delight.” I look forward to being 
with you!

Blessings, Rev. Ashley Cheek

BY REVS. CHRISTA BREWER AND ASHLEY CHEEK

Full and partial scholarships are available.  
Please talk with Rev. Christa Brewer if a 
scholarship would enable you to attend. 3



Adult Fellowship Opportunities

JANUARY

Card Table Cards   Tuesdays (3/10/17/24/31) | 2:00 - 3:00 PM in Wilkes Hall 
    Join fellow members to play/learn some new card games while meeting new  friends. 

Who’s Afraid of Opera Wednesday, January 11 | 2:00 - 3:00 PM in Wilkes Hall
    Guest Speaker: Brown Bradley

Monthly Potluck  Tuesday, January 17 | 11:30 - 1:00 PM in Wilkes Hall
    Guest Speaker-Ed Piotrowski

CCU Basketball Game Saturday, January 21 | 2:00 PM | Tickets are $10.00 each
    Meet at 12:30 PM for lunch at McAllister’s (1194 Hwy 544 Suite 1 Conway, SC) 
    Lunch is dutch treat.

FEBRUARY

Card Table Cards   Tuesdays (7/14/28) | 2:00 - 3:00 PM in Wilkes Hall 
    Join fellow members to play/learn some new card games while meeting new  friends. 

Valentine’s Day Dance!  Saturday, February 11 
    More details to come! 

Theatre of the Republic  Sunday, February 12 | 2:00 PM show, lunch at 12:30 PM | $27 per ticket 
    Show: Grey Gardens | Lunch at Coopers Restaurant (dutch treat) 

CCU Basketball Game Saturday, February 18 | 2:00 PM | Tickets are $10.00 each
    Meet at 12:30 PM for lunch at McAllister’s (1194 Hwy 544 Suite 1 Conway, SC) 
    Lunch is dutch treat.

Snowbird Luncheon  Tuesday, February 21 
    Snowbird Luncheon for all our Winter Friends!

**REGISTER FOR ALL ACTIVITIES ON THE FPC WEBSITE**
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HEALTHY TRANSITIONS
The next session of Healthy Transitions Weigh Loss program will 
begin on January 17th.  The program is a 12-week nutritional, 
education-based program with Behavior Modification.  You will eat 
grocery store foods from all food groups.  No counting calories, carbs 
or fats.  This program is based on a reduced calorie/carbohydrate plan, 
but not a restricted one.  The average weight loss at the conclusion of 
the program is 25.5 pounds.  Our recent group of participants lost 
over 900 pounds.  

This program is presented by JoAnn Junk, Nutritionist, who owned 
3 weight loss centers in Virginia prior to retiring to MB 11 years ago.  
This is the same program that was utilized at her weight loss centers.  
All participants will “weigh in” privately once a week and attend 
Behavior Modification Classes twice monthly.

Classes start on January 17th, and the cost of the program is $99.  For 
those who participated in session one and wish to continue, the cost is 
$89.  An enrollment meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 10th 
from 12PM-2PM in Room A104.  Please register on the website.

“Your body is the baggage you must carry throughout life.  The more 
excess the baggage is….The shorter the trip.”

Another Piece 
To The Puzzle

Please join us as we reconvene our Bible Book Study 
Class on Thursday, January 12th at 4:30 (and subsequent 
Thursdays following the first class).  Class is lead by Jo Ann 
Junk, and everyone is encouraged to give input.  We utilize 
questions from the book as a study guide.

The selected book for this study is: “ANXIOUS FOR 
NOTHING:  FINDING CALM IN A CHAOTIC 
WORLD,” by Max Lucado.  Max Lucado shares that; “the 
presence of anxiety is unavoidable, but the prison of anxiety 
is optional.”

We invite you to join us on this journey as we learn how 
to give our concerns to God and celebrate Philippians 4: 
6-7.  As we embrace the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding.  Registration is online, and there is no 
charge for books.
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First
Legacy

Recently, Lee Cummings, a member of our First Legacy 
Committee, gathered information on Donor-Advised 
Funds (DAF), which we want to pass along to the 
members and friends of First Presbyterian Church.  A 
Donor-Advised Fund is a charitable investment account 
created for the sole purpose of supporting charitable 
organizations you care about.  It can be used by smaller 
or more modest donors as well as by those with the 
capacity to make large gifts.

 This is how it works.  You establish a Giving 
Account (through your bank, investment adviser, or 
through the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation), 
and fund it with cash, shares of stock or mutual funds, 
private business interests, and cryptocurrency.  It is an 
irrevocable commitment from which you can make 
contributions to any number of charities now or in 
the future.  While you are deciding which charities to 
support, you get an immediate tax deduction, according 
to IRS guidelines, and your investment can grow tax-
free, which potentially makes even more resources 
available for your church or charities.

 You authorize gifts to be distributed to any 
IRS-qualified public charity, whether it be your church, 
your college, or a 501(c)(3) community organization. 
You work with your financial adviser to choose your 
investment strategy.  An attractive feature of a DAF 
is that it streamlines record-keeping and consolidates 
tax receipts.  So you don’t have to keep track of gift 
acknowledgements from every charity you support – 
just keep receipts from your DAF contributions.  

 The gifts you authorize to be made to charities 
may be made anonymously or with acknowledgement 
contact information.  While you are not allowed to fulfill 
legally-binding commitments through your DAF, you 
can specify that gifts are for a special purpose, and the 
DAF will notify the charity of that designation.  

 Be aware that there are small administrative 
and investment fees associated with Donor-Advised 
Fund accounts.  However, they are much less than fees 
charged for making gifts by credit or debit cards. They 
are significantly lower than the expenses of setting up 
“trust funds” or private foundations.

 Morningstar, Inc., one of the most respected 
investment analysis companies in the United States, 
calls a Donor-Advised Fund “a super-charged 
charitable-giving strategy.”  It can be a useful asset in 
estate planning to support your personal legacy goals.  
Of course, as with any financial or investment decision, 
we strongly recommend that you consult your attorney, 
tax professional, or financial adviser.

 As always, we encourage you to remember First 
Presbyterian Church and its mission in your will or 
estate plan.  Small or large, your gift will bear witness to 
your lifetime of stewardship and your legacy of support 
for the ministry of Jesus Christ in this place.

        
THE FIRST LEGACY COMMITTEE
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THORNWELL

Sisters Bible Study
Sisters Bible Study will study Adam 
Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the 
World for Lent starting Tuesday, February 
21 at 10:00 AM in the library. Please contact 
LuAnne Martini in the church office to order a 
book: 843.448.4496

Any questions, please call Liz Adkins 
260.437.4311.

7

GROWING TREE OPEN HOUSE

GROWING TREE OPEN HOUSE:
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

6:00 PM

OUR REGISTRATION DATES ARE:
March 8:  In-House Registration
March 9:  Presbyterian/Former Growing Tree  
  Family Registration
March 10:  Public Registration

For more information, please reach out to Growing Tree 
Director, Summer Butler at 843.448.4496.
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NORMAL FPC WEEKS

SUNDAYS
8:30 AM  Traditional Worship
9:00 AM  The Gathering Worship
10:00 AM  Sunday School Hour
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship
12:15 PM  Youth / Adult Handbells 
5:30 PM  The Wave

MONDAYS
10:00 AM  iPhone Class

TUESDAYS
7:30 AM  Myrtle Beach Men’s Breakfast
  (1st & 3rd Tuesdays)
10:00 AM  Weekly Staff Meeting
10:00 AM  Sisters Bible Study (Feb 21)
12:00 PM  Healthy Transitions Meeting
2:00 PM  Card Table Cards

WEDNESDAYS
10:00 AM  Prayer Shawl
3:00 PM  Grief Workshop (Feb. 22)
3:45 PM  The Way
5:45 PM  Children/Adult Handbells 
6:00 PM  Line Dancing
6:45 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAYS
4:30 PM  Old Testament 201 Study
4:30 PM  Another Piece of the Puzzle
  (starts Jan. 12)
6:00 PM  Early Sabbath Worship

SPECIAL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES

JANUARY
Jan 3  11:00 AM  Deborah Circle
Jan 5  10:00 AM  Mary Magdalene Circle
Jan 8  2:00 PM  Responding to Gun Violence
Jan 9  10:30 AM  Worship Committee Meeting
  5:30 PM  Deacon Meeting
Jan 10  10:00 AM  Abigail Circle
  6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
  7:00 PM  Esther Circle (off campus)
Jan 11  2:00 PM  “Who’s Afraid of Opera”
Jan 13-16  ALL DAY  Youth Ski Trip
Jan 16  10:30 AM  Visiting Volunteers
Jan 17  11:00 AM  Worship Planning Meeting
  11:30 AM  Monthly Potluck Lunch
Jan 21  12:30 PM  CCU Basketball Game (off campus)
Jan 24  5:30 PM  Garden Committee Get Together
Jan 31  8:00 AM  Joy Circle
  
FEBRUARY
Feb 1  3:30 PM  Presentation on Grief
Feb 2  10:00 AM  Mary Magdalene Circle
Feb 6  10:30 AM  Worship Committee Meeting
  5:30 PM  Deacon Meeting
Feb 7  11:00 AM  Deborah Circle
Feb 10  7:00 PM  FPC CONCERTS: NY Gilbert & Sullivan Players
Feb 11  6:30 PM  Adult Fellowship Valentine’s Dance
Feb 12  ALL MORNING Youth Sunday
  12:30 PM  Theatre of the Republic show (off campus)
Feb 14  10:00 AM  Abigail Circle
  6:00 PM  Samaritan Circle
  7:00 PM  Esther Circle (off campus)
Feb 18  12:30 PM  CCU Basketball game (off campus)
Feb 19  10:30 AM  Visiting Volunteers
Feb 28  8:00 AM  Joy Circle
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FPC ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE WINTER SESSION OF THE WAY
Begins January 4 - March 15 
For Kids Kindergarten through 5th Grades 

We will meet each Wednesday afternoon from 3:45-5:45pm.
During music sessions at The Way, we will rehearse music and song that will be a part of 
Children’s Sunday March 19th. If your children are not already participating in The Way  
but wish to join our new session contact Macy Cottom at mcottom@mbfpc.com 

LOOKING FOR GREAT LEADERS!
FPC’s Officer Nominating Committee will begin their work soon. The Committee invites 
you to place suggestions for Elders and Deacons In the red boxes located in the narthex 
and church office. The suggestion form will also be available on the church website.

DIFFERENT VOICES An Adult Spiritual Enrichment Offering
January 23 | 5:30 PM | Wilkes Hall 

COME TO THE TABLE: What Does Jesus Bring? What Do We Bring? 
Scripture Texts, Conversations, The Common Meal, and Partaking of Holy Communion  
Reservations for meal required by January 16. Please call church office at 843.448.4496.

The Voices: The Reverends John Brearley, Christa Brewer, Mark Durrett,  
Charles Elliott and Bobby Wilkes

NY GILBERT & 
SULLIVAN PLAYERS

February 10

SOOBEEN 
LEE 

March 3

MAGDALENA 
KUZMA
March 10

DMYTRO 
CHONI
April 14

FPC 
CONCERTS 
2023 
SEASON
4 concerts  
for $75.00

Purchase 
tickets on our 
website or 
come by the 
church office!

PRESENTATION ON CARING FOR THOSE EXPERIENCING GRIEF
Have you ever wondered what to say and what to do to support a friend or family member who 
is grieving?  Harrison Grey, D.Min., Ph.D. , Tidelands Community Bereavement Coordinator and 
Chaplain, is coming to speaking on “Practical guidance on how to deal with those suffering from 
bereavement.”  His presentation is Wednesday, February 1, 2023 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. in Room A104.  
Dr. Grey has written a book called “Crossing the Bridge of Desolation, the Bereavement Journey,” 
which will be referenced during his talk. PLEASE REGISTER ON THE WEBSITE. 9



At our worship services on November 17th and 20th, Rev. Christa Brewer put together a prayer of thanksgiving 
from the responses to three different prompts to which the FPCMB Family replied.  Many of you requested that that 
prayer be published, and it is our joy to provide it here:

Thank you God, you are…

the creator of the universe, a gracious and loving heavenly parent, and the giver of all good gifts.  You are omnipresent, 
unstoppable, wise, faithful, ever-present, forgiving, patient, compassionate, merciful, and caring.  You are our rock and 
our refuge, our hope, our salvation, and our strength.  You are our teacher and friend.  You are our way.  You are all we 
need.  You are our everything.

Thank you God for being…

ready to listen at any time of the day or night and being a good listener to our prayers.  Thank you for being there when 
we need you most, and present in our lives and in all circumstances.  Thank you for being faithful to us, even when we are 
unfaithful to you, and for being loving, understanding, steadfast, and true to your promises.  Thank you for being that 
voice within us that encourages us to reach out with love and not hate, with empathy and not criticism.

Thank you God for…

your love, the extravagance of your amazing grace and mercy, accepting all of us, never leaving us, and never turning 
your back on us even with all our imperfections.  Thank you for giving your son for us, for the gift of faith, and for the gift 
of prayer and hearing our prayers.

Thank you for the love of friends and family, and for our pets.  Thank you for the love of our church family, the FPC staff, 
and church friends within our church home where love truly does make a difference.  Thank you for the support and 
friendships in the church community, particularly during difficult times.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve within 
the community of faith at FPC, including the opportunity to sing in the church choir.  Thank you for the support, love, and 
prayers of the community during health challenges, for watching over our health, for healing, and for the surgeons and 
medical staff who help provide healing.

Thank you for the gift of empathy that refuses erosion by the pandemic and politics, for employment and the ability to do 
our work, for taking care of the details, for guidance, and for freedom.

Thank you for waking up this morning, for the air we breathe, for music, and for the rain so that we can see the rainbow.  
Thank you for each day, each blessing, and each moment that you breathe love into our lives.  Amen.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 70127 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572 -0127
 

Address Service Requested

WWW.MYRTLEBEACHPRESBYTERIANCHURCH.ORG | 843.448.4496 

3810 ROBERT GRISSOM PARKWAY, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29577 

ALL MAIL: PO BOX 70127, MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29572

Office Hours: M-TH | 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM,  F | 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM


