PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

NOMINATION GUIDELINES FOR PW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 2026

First Presbyterian Church, Myrtle Beach, SC

The Presbyterian Church’s Honorary Life Membership (HLM) program was established to honor
faithful service to the Presbyterian Women’s organization and to the whole church. Recipients

become part of a large group of women (and a few men) who have been recognized in this way. Any

woman who is a current member of First Presbyterian Church, whether a member of a PW Circle or

not, and has not already received this recognition, can be nominated. Also, any deceased woman

who was a member of the church at the time of her death, can be nominated. Each year’s honoree

is revealed at the May PW Birthday Luncheon and is presented with a silver membership pin, along

with a personalized certificate.

Nomination Guidelines:

1.

The nominee should be someone who has been active in many areas in the life of our church and
of our community, giving freely of their time and talents.

Only those who have not previously received this recognition are eligible for nomination. There
is acomplete list of pastrecipients in the current PW Handbook. You can submit one nomination
for the current year.

NOTE: A nomination is good for two years. If your nomination is not selected for the current year,
you can roll it over to the following year. But in that case, you would still be considered an active
nominator and would not be able to submit another nomination for that second year.

To nominate someone, you are asked to provide a summary of the service and achievements that
you feel make this person worthy of HLM. Write enough so that the Selection Committee, led by
the Leadership and Resources Officer, can be informed of all that your nominee has done. DO
NOT include your name in the body of the summary but instead make it part of the forwarding
letter/email. Only the Leadership and Resources Officer will be aware of who submitted the
nomination.

The nominations open in January 2026 and must be submitted in writing via email or mail it to the
Resources Officer Carol Orlando at 6532 Pozzallo Place, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572 or
carolo44@aol.com, no later than March 20th. It can also be dropped off at the Church Office to
be put in the PW mailbox, if it is placed in a sealed envelope and labeled “PW Honorary Life

Membership”. The Selection Committee will meet during the month of April to review the
nominations. Those who nominated someone who was not selected will be notified.

Once the Honorary Life Member has been chosen, the person who submitted the name will be
notified and asked to write a detailed testimonial of the Honoree’s service and achievements in
the church and the community. A member of the Selection Committee will assist with this. If
more than one person has nominated the recipient, the nominators can work together to compile


mailto:carolo44@aol.com

the endorsement. The nominator will contact the Honoree’s family to obtain personal
information that will be put into the final testimonial.

7. The name of the recipient must not be revealed until the end of the testimonial. It will be
reviewed by the Selection Committee prior to presentation. All of this will happen in complete
confidentiality by all involved until the time of the presentation.

8. The testimonial will be read at the May PW Birthday Luncheon by the nominator or a member of
the Selection Committee. The HLM pin and certificate will be presented by the Leadership and
Resources Officer. The Honoree’s family will be invited to attend the presentation and the PW
Birthday Luncheon.

9. The Honoree will be revealed to the Congregation with the reading of the testimonial at the 11:00
Worship Service on May 10, 2026.

It is discouraged to nominate either the current PW Moderator or the current Leadership and
Resources Officer for the year of their term in office.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of a nominee who embodies the qualities for this year’s
Honorary Life Membership.

Carol Orlando
Leadership and Resources Officer, PW Coordinating Team



SAMPLE FORWARDING NOTE TO SUBMIT NOMINATION
Carol,

Attached is my nomination for Honorary Life Member. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please don’t hesitate to call me at 123-456-7890.

Susan B. Anthony
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SAMPLE NOMINATION SUMMARY
To the Selection Committee:

| am honored to nominate Clara Barton for the 2026 Honorary Life Membership Award. Clara gives
us a wonderful example of living a Christian life that clearly reflects her love for our Lord and Savior,
her church, and her community. She humbly uses her God-given talents and resources to support
lives throughout the community and spreads the good news of Jesus to those who may need it the
most.

Within the church, she has served as an Elder and Deacon and a past choir member. She’s a
member of the Mary and Martha Circle She has taught Sunday School. She leads a Bible study.

In the community, Clara feeds the homeless on the weekends. She works in a Prison Ministry and is
avolunteer foster parent. I’m sure there are many more interesting stories in Clara’s life that
demonstrate her life of action in the work of Jesus Christ.

| hope you will prayerfully consider the faithful life of Clara Barton as your next recipient of the PW
Honorary Life Membership.



These women have led by example in extraordinary ways. They have
answered God’s call to serve others. They have volunteered, given of
their time, talents, and resources for God’s church and His people for
the glory of God so that others may praise God’s name. May these
ladies be an inspiration to us all as we recognize them by name.

2025 RECIPIENT

Chris Sellen
1965 — Lena Herndon 1983 - Dorothy McLeod
1966 — Evelyn Brearley Ruth Friend
1967 — Ruth Belk 1984 — Gertrude Beachum
1968 — Lady Erle Green Teresa Ribar
1969 — Kat Heape 1985 — Jean Brewer
1970 - Etrula Heyward Frances Townsend
1971 - Ruth Kingsbury 1986 — Irene Osterhoudt
Beryl James 1987 - Kathleen Bogasse
Billy McLeod 1988 — Nell Pittman
1972 - Dot Beale (Spencer) 1989 — Miriam Allen “Bebe” Lee
Eleanor Whitsett 1990 - Caroline Sanford
1973 — Jane Couch 1991 - Sarah Johnson
1974 — Johann McCrackin Beth Duckworth
1975 - Frances Brogdon 1992 — Mary Jane Phillips
1976 — Marge McMillan Mary Emily Jackson
Lou Talbot 1993 - Polly Potter
Kelly Joyner 1994 - Sally Day
1977 - Angel Graff 1995 - Martha Gregg
Ella Jane Davis Candy Webb
1978 - Ann Maxwell Doris Rice Kinder
Janet Vincent 1996 — Fanny Gore
Peg Hills Ruth Gore
1979 — Barbara Hare 1997 - Cleo Nance
Mae Horne Russ Louis Heyward
Gladys Johnston 1998 — Barbara Peterson
1980 - Marie Forrest 1999 - Betty Singleton
Opal Freeman 2000 - Madeline Jurney
1981 - Beverly Stowe 2001 - Shirley Phillips
Janice Webster 2002 - Lee Lints

2003 - Mary Lou Miller

2004 - Jean Steppe

2005 - Nancy Kendrick

2006 — Julie Schexnayder

2007 - Kathleen Wilder

2008 — Milly Vaughn

2009 - Ann Bouknight

2010 - Beth Campbell
Helen Shears

2011 - None

2012 - Amy Warner

2013 - Sherrie Neely

2014 — Georgiana Keller

2015 - Audrey Bruner

2016 — Anne Cox

2017 — Mary Gene Singleton

2018 — Caren Whittier

2019 — Gini Ingram
Michelle Cox

2020 - Carolyn McKittrick

2021 - Diane P’Pool

2022 - Sue Kraft

2023 - Jo Ann Junk

2024 - Carol Featherstone

2025 - Chris Sellen




